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ouldin, Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, | 
ween John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel | 
H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Con- | 
nor, Craig, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, | 
Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, James Garland, Rice | 
Glascock, Graham, Graves, | 
Grayson, Griffin, Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G. || 
Harrison, Hopkins, Howard, Huntsman, Jenifer, | 
Robert M. Johnson, Henry Johnson, Lawler, | 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Loyall, Lucas, Martin, Maury, | 


Garland, Gholson, 


May, McKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Patton, 
Pettigrew, Peyton, Pickens, Pinckney, Rencher, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, William B. Shep- 
ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Standefer, 
Steele, Taliaferso, Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
Underwood, Washington, White, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Yell—75. nf 

So the House determined that the petition 
should be received. 


Mr. HAYNES then moved to lay it on the 


ble. : 
eo ADAMS moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 


The former motion taking precedence, Mr. | 
ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays thereon; || 


which were ordered. 

Mr. MNCKNEY inquired if the motion was 
susceptible of amendment. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. PINCKNEY asked the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the motion in order to enable 
Mr. P. to make a more comprehensive one. 
explained his object to be to move a resolution 
that got only this memorial, but all others of a 
similar character should be also laid on the table. 

Mr. HAYNES inguired if his own motion 
would be susceptible of such a modification, be- 

. cause, if so, he would cheerfully assent to it. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 151, nays 50; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, 
Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, John F. H. Sarees Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deber- 
ry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, El- 
more, Fairfield, Parlin, Forester, Fowler, French, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gillet, Gholson, Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, 
Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, 
Loyall, Lucas, Job Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, 
Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, 
Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Petti- 
grew, Peyton, Phelps, Pickens, Pinckney, Ren- 
cher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richard- 
son, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, 


William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, || 


Shields, Shinn, Sickeles, Smith, Standefer, Steel, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John 
homson, Toucey, Turrifl, Underwood, Van- 
derpoel, Wagener, Washington, Webster, Weeks, 
White, Thomas T’. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Yell, and Young—151. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Beale, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B.Calhoun, 
Childs, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
enny, Evans, Everett, Granger, Haley, Hiland 
Hall, Hardin, Fiarper, Samuel S. Harrison, 
azeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Hunt, In- 
| sa Ingham, Janes, Lawrence, Lincoln, 
mpson Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Milligan, 
arker, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Phillips, Potts, 
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Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloan, Sprague, Scorer, 
Vinton, Wardwell, and ElishaW hitilesey—50. 
So the petition was laid on the table. 


rose in his place and declined to vote. ] 
Mr. ADAMS then presented another memorial 


of the same character, from a number of individ- 


uals in his own district. 

Mr. LAWLER objected to its reception. 

On this preliminary question Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD and Mr. BYNUM addressed the House 
at some length; before the latter gentleman had 
concluded, he gave way to Mr. TAYLOR, on 
whose motion 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 10, 1837. 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. ANDREW 
Jackson, Jr., his Secretary. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
Immediately after the passage by the Senate, at 


| a former session, of the resolution requesting the 
| President to consider the expediency of opening 
| negotiations with the Governments of other na- 
| tions, and particularly with the Governments of 

Central America and New Granada, for the pur- | 


pose of effectually protecting, by equitable treaty 
stipulations with them, such individuals or com- 


|| panies as might undertake to open a communica- 
| tion between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by 
| the construction of a ship canal across the isthmus 
| which connects North and South America,and of 
| securing forever, by such stipulations, the free 


and equal right of navigating such canal to all 


| such nations on the payment of such reasonable 
| tolls as ought to be established to compensate the 
| capitalists who might engage in such undertaking 
| and complete the work, an agent was employed |, 


to obtain information in respect to the situation 


and character of the country through which the || 
| line of communication, if established, would ne- 


cessarily pass, and the state of the projects which 
were understood to be contemplated tor opening 
such communication by a canal orarailroad. The 


agent returned to the United States in September || 
| last, and although the information collected by him || 
| is not as full as could have been desired, yet it is | 
| sufficient to show that the probability of an early 

| execution of any of the projects which have been | 
set on foot for the construction of the communica- | 
| tion alluded to, is not so great as to render it ex- | 


pedient to open a negotiation at present with any 
foreign Government upon the subject. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
WasuincTon, 9th January, 1837. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, stating that since his 


last report on the subject, he had selected, under | 
the provisions of the act of the last session, two | 


more deposit banks, and presenting an exhibit 
of the names and dates of the selection of both 
those banks. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial || 


from the Legislature of the State of Alabama, in 
favor of certain settlers on the public lands, who 


| have been deprived of their rights to preémption; 
which was referred to the Committee on the | 


Public Lands. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, also presented the | 


memorial of the same, praying that indemnity 
may be made to certain citizens of that State for 


depredations committed on their property by the || ™ 
; — || without amendment. 


Creek Indians. 


Mr. KENT presented the memorial of the 
widow of Daniel Day, a revolutionary soldier, || 


preying that the pension of her late husband may 
e 


continued to her; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. 


| on the subject. 
| ordered to be printed accordingly. 


Vor. 4....No. 6. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 


Jeremiah Tyler, praying for a pension; which was 
|| referred to the same committee. 
(Mr. DAWSON, on his name being called, || 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Francis Allen; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Berrien county, Michigan, praying for 
an extension of the preémption laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of claimants under the French treaty who 
have had awards made in their favor, praying 


|, Congress to make an appropriation to pay to 


them the amount of the awards respectively made 
to them under said treaty out of the Treasury; 


|, which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the petition 
of Peter Moore & Co., contractors for carrying 
the United States mail, praying for additional 
compensation, in censideration of additional ser- 
vices performed by them; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the memorial 
of a number of citizens of Pennsylvania engaged 
in the coal trade, protesting against a reduction of 
the duty on foreign coal. 

Mr. B. moved that this memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures and printed, and 
said that he would respectfully ask of each mem- 
ber of the Senate to take the trouble to read it, as 
he believed that a great misunderstanding existed 
The memorial was referred, and 


Mr. FULTON presented the petition of a 


| number of citizens of Arkansas, praying for the 


extension of the military road lately opened in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 


| on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. FULTON also presented the petition of 
Obadiah Marsh, praying fora pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of J. Darielle, praying indem- 
nity for the loss of his improvements in the Choc- 
taw country; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Flavius Waterman, praying 
confirmation of title to a tract of land; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petitions 
of John Watts, Jeremiah Taylor, and Caspar 
W. Weaver, made unfavorable reports thereon; 


‘and the committee was discharged from the 
| further consideration thereof. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John Riley. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
memorial of Doctor John Ramsay, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
petition of Eneas Munson, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to invest 
the amount of the two per cent. fund reserved for 
making roads in Alabama, reported the same 


NOTICE OF BILL. 
Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to- 


| morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to alter the 


terms of holding the circuit courts of the United 


|i States for the district of North Carolina. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 
a bill to authorize George Whitman, of Alabama, 
to import an iron steamboat, in detached parts, 
with the neceseary machinery and working uten- 
sils, free of duty; which was twice read, and, 
together with the memorial of John P. Lamar on 
the same subject, referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. EWING, of Illinois, on leave, introduced 
a bill to provide for the establishment of the 
Peoria land office, in Illinois; which was read 
twice, and referred. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. FULLERTON submitted the following 
resolutions; which lie on the table one day for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the surrender of such of the six- 
teenth sections as are fractional, in any township, 
where the same has been granted to the township; 
and permitting another section to be located in jieu 
thereof. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Landa be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of increasing the compensation of the surveyor 

eneral in the State of Arkansas, and of the 

raughtemen and clerks in his office, so as to 
make their compensation at least equal to that 
of persons performing similar duties in the south- 
ern States. 


Mr. WALL submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
survey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay; to ascer- 
tain the expediency of constructing a breakwater 
or artificial harbor, made in pursuance of the act 
of Congress for that purpose, passed at the last 
session, and the report or other papers accompa- 
nying the same. 


ORANGE H. DIBBLE. 


The bill from the House for the relief of O. H. 
Dibble was read the second time, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

HORSES, ETC., LOST. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill from 
the House to provide payment for horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the military 
service of the United States was taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to a third reading. 


REVOLUTIONARY AND OTHER PENSIONERS. 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill from 


the House making appropriations for the pay- | 
ment ef the revoluuonary and other pensioners of || 


the United States was taken up, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to 
a third reading. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Ewine, of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order, designating 
the funds which shail be received in payment by 


the United States land offices, was taken up as | to 
|| the Presiding Officer, contending that, by the rule | 


the special order; when 


Mr. RIVES, who had the floor, addressed the 
Senate in a speecn of some length in opposition 
to the resolution, and in support of the amend- 
ment offered by him as a substitute. 

After Mr. R. had concluded his remarks, 


: ish » 
Sar SLAY eenprensel Gist eS meee eens _ decision, and showed, by a reference to the rules, | 


remarks on the subject, but it being late in the 

day, he hoped the Senate would indulge him by 

an adjournment, or by a postponement of the 

furtherconsideration of the subject till to-morrow. 
The Senate, then, accordingly adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 10, 1837. 


| 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Journal was 


amended so as to state in a definite form the peti- 
tions presented by him yesterday on the subject 
of the abolition of slivery in the District of 
Columbia. 
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ELISHA TOWNS. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 


mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, 
the bill from the Senate for the relief of Elisha 
Towns; which was committed. 


PETITIONS, ETC., ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of submitting a resolution that all 


petitions or papers presented, or hereafier to be | 


presented, on the subject of slavery, be laid on the 
table, without being read, and without debate. 


On this motion Mr. DAVIS asked for the yeas | 


and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
102, nays 78; as foliows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Barton, Bean, Black, 
Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Chapin, Cleveland, Connor, Corwin, Craig, 
Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Dromgoole, Fairfield, 


Karlin, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, Gillet, 


Graham, Grantland, Elamer, Hannegan, Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, 
Jarvis, Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, 
Benjamin Jones, Klingensmith, Lansing, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Loyall, 
Abiyah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Rey- 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ripley, 
Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shep- 


perd, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Steele, | 


Sutherland, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, 
Towns, Vanderpoel, Washington, Weeks, White, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and 
Yell—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 
Ashley, Beil, Bgnd, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, George 
Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Crane, Darlington, Denny, Evans, 
Everett, James Garland, Granger, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hard, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, 
Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, John W. Jones, 
Lane, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Luke Lea, 
Lincoln, Lucas, Sampson Mason, Maury, Mc- 
Carty, McKennan, cae, Milligan, Parker, 
Patton, Pearson, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
Robertson, Russell, William B. Shepard, Shields, 
Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Storer, Taliaferro, Under- 
wood, Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Young—78. 

So the House refused to accede—two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. BELL wished at this time to make the 
motion of which he had given notice some days 
since, to introduce a bill ‘* to provide for securing 
the freedum of elections.” 

The CHAIR ruled that the motion was not 
then in order, but could only be made when the 
gentleman had a right to make a motion. 

Mr. BELL appealed from that decision, and 


weaton to assign his reasons for differing with | 


prescribing the manner of introducing bills, the 
motion was in order; and that it was competent 
for any member to do so. He complained of the 
harshness of the decision, and appealed to the 
members on ali sides to set it aside. 

The CHAIR gave his reasons at length for the 


the inevitable consequence of allowing members 
to introduce bills, in this way, on motion, which 
would have the effect of setting aside all other 
business. 
Mr. MERCER suggested to the gentleman to 
allow the committees to make reports; whereupon 
Mr. BELL withdrew his appeal. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a 


bill for the relief of James Cooper; which was 
read twice and committed. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 





| Assembly of Virginia, entitled an act to a; 


January 10, 


' lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
| Amos Thompson. — 
Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Commit 

for the District of Columbia, reported a bj}! giy - 
| the assent of Congress to an act of the Gener 
a 

/act entitled an act to incorporate the Pee 
'and Alexandria Railroad Company, passed Feb 
| ruary 3, 1836; which, on Mr. 8.’s motio; i 
| read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
| third reading to-morrow. 


| Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on 
| Foreign Affairs, reported a joint resolution au. 
‘| thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to correct 
| a clerical error in the awards of the Commissioner, 
| with France in 1831; which was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revoly. 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Solomon Ketchum; which was read twice and 
committed. 


| Mr. OWENS, from the Committee of 
and Means, reported the following reso 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of disposing of the Passyunk arsenal, near the 
city of Philadelphia, the property of the United 
States. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John 

Jefferds; which was read twice and ordered to be 
| engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of the heirs of John Chalmers; which was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the Committee on 

Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of William 
| Ray. 
Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Committee of 
| Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Thomas Buford; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Ezekiel Burnham; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Richard Boon; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of —— Brown’s heirs; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made an unfavorable report on the 
petitions of R. Eldred and Daniel Baily; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committeeon 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
, the petition of the heirs of Thomas Tebbs; 


1, Was 
for a 


Wa ys 


lution; 





| 
|| which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on Pri- 
'| vate Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on 


the petition of Ursin Hebert; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. KENNON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable report on the 
peer of George Sallady; which was ordered to 
ie on the table. 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Thomas Graves; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 

| made an adverse report on the claims of William 
| Graham and George Rhodes. 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS—AGAIN. 
Mr. BELL (the morning hour having elapsed) 
| gave notice that he should renew his motion \o 


| morrow to introduce the bill of which he had given 
notice. 


Mr. McCARTY and Mr. JENIFER made 
ineffectual attempts to introduce resolutions. 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
} 
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CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS. | **'Phat so much of the President’s message as 
LEWIS moved a suspension of the rules ‘is in the following words, to wit: * Before con- 
Mr. | 


|| cluding this paper, I think it is due to the various | 
e purpose of proceeding with the call of the ||, p :; 
for the | Pr olationé alae the Foon leftoff at a | Executive Departments to bear testimony to 


States for resol ‘ their prosperous condition, and to the ability and 
, . L. made an : . 
former pea aa pone a personae  ntenemend ‘integrity with which they have been conducted. | 
ai to 


- . . ‘It has i re i 
eppetcunity of presenting resolutions, of which as been my aim to enforce in all of thema 


‘ vigilant and faithful discharge of the public busi- | 
oy hes beet een nek to tha, gealeatn to || ness; and it is gratifying to me to believe that | 
Mr. } 8 


‘there is no just cause of complaint, from any | 

‘ quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled 

| *the objects of their creation;’ be referred to a 

| §gelect committee of nine members, with instruc- 
| tions to inquire into any specific causes of com- | 
* plaint which may be alleged against theintegrity | 

| © of the administration of any of the departments, 
| ‘or their bureaus, or the vigilance and fidelity with | 

‘ which their duties have been discharged; and that 
‘said committee have power to send for persons 
| 


so modify his motion as to preclude those giving 


ebate. 
nie 10 WIS had no objection. 

Mr. BELL said he would protest against such 
2 modification ; for, at that rate, no resolution of 
an important character would ever be received. 

The motion was lost without a division. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The following message, in writing, was received | 
fom the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW Jackson, 


Jr. Esq: 


‘and papers.”’ 
Mr. HAMER was entitled to the floor, but | 
ave way, on request, to 
7 Mr. FRENCH, who said he wished to have 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: ‘| read to the House a general proposition, which, | 
| herewith transmit to Congress a report of the | he hoped, would meet the views of gentlemen on | 
Secretary of State, with the accompanying letters | all sides. The paper in question was then read, 
addressed to him by the commissioner appointed || as follows: 
under the act of Congress of the last session, for | Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
carrying into effect the convention between the | message as is in the following words, to wit: 
United States and Spain. || * Before concluding this paper, | think it due to the 
ANDREW JACKSON. || ‘various Executive Departments, to bear testi- 
WasnincTon, January 8, 1837. 


; * | 
'*mony to their prosperous condition, and to the || 


The message having been read, on motion of || ‘ ability and integrity with which they have been || 


Mr. HOWARD, was, with the accompanying || ‘ conducted. It has been my aim to enforce in all | 
papers, referred to the Committee on Foreign || ‘of them a vigilant and faithful discharge of the | 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. || * public business; and it is gratifying to me to 


P ; | e het: : : oe | 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | believe that there is no just cause of complaint, 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- || , ‘ : ies 
ting a report from the Topographical Bureau, for or ain ae oo ne | 

the improvement of the mouth of Black river, | Aginiiienae § ees paneer thy 4 h 
Ian county, New Yorks which on motion  eperiment) to conset of eeven members exchy 
flr, WARD WELL, won referred tothe Com- which the duties esate to the several Execu- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 5 

printed. 


The SPEAKER also peat a communica- 

tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, notifying | 
Congress that he has selected two more deposit 
banks, made in pursuance of the tenth section of 
theact of the 23d of June, 1836, regulating the 
public deposits of the United States; which, on 





‘| have been performed, under the several laws 
| defining and regulating the same; into all frauds, 
| corruption, and abuses, which are, or from any 
|| quarter may be, alleged to exist in said depart- 
| ments, or any of them, or in their, or any of 
|| their, respective bureaus, under the present Ad- 
: : ministration; and if any such frauds, corrup- 
motion of Mr. CRAIG, was ordered to lie on the || tion, or abuses exist, to eaniee by whom aan 
lable and be printed. mitted or practiced, and the injury thereby done 
Mr. INGHAM, on leave, presented some | to the public interest; and that each of said com- 
papers in relation to a private claim. mittees have the power to send for persons and 
EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. Hag ome 


: ; r. HAMER concluded his remarks, and Mr. 
The House then resumed the consideration of | weKEON obtained the floor. 


the resolution, (originally offered by Mr. Wise, 

reported from tn Seaeebeen of the Whole on z= : THR Mint: 

sate of the Union, as follows: || On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and b 
“Resolved, That so much of the President’s || general consent, the House took up the amend- 

‘message as relates to the * condition ofthe various | ment of the Senate to the bill establishing the 

‘Executive Departments, the ability and integrity | Mint; which was concurred in. 

‘with which they have been conducted, the vigi-|| BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 

‘lant and faithful discharge of the public business | The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 

‘in all of them, and the causes of complaint, from | munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 

‘any quarter, at the manner in which they-have | transmitting the returns of the banks in the Dis- | 

‘fulfilled the objects of their creation,’ be referred | trict of Columbia; which was laid on the table and 

‘toa select committee, to consist of nine mem- | ordered to be printed. 

‘bers, with power to send for persons and papers, || Qn motion, the House adjourned. 

‘and with instructions to inquire into the condition | a _—— 

‘of the various Executive Departments, the ability | IN SENATE. 

‘and integrity with which they have been con- | Wepnesvay, January 11, 1837. 


‘ducted, into the manner in Which the public Mr. KENT presented the credentials of the 


‘business has been discharged in all of them, and . 
‘j || Hon. Joun L. Spence, elected by the Legislature 
tatth some indie mie i ssortine? nga ‘| of the State of Maryland a Senator from that 





‘ bureaus or offices, or any of their officers or agents || green 
‘ofevery description whatever, directly or indirect- || death of the Hon. Mr. Goldsborough; which were 


‘ ° ° : read, 
Y connected with them in any manner, officially || ‘ 2 
‘cr unofficially, in duties pertaining to the public || BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


‘interest, have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the | The CHAIR announced a communication from 
‘objects of their creation, or have violated their || the Treasury Department, transmitting copies of 
‘duties, or have injured and impaired the public the returns rendered by the several incorporated 
‘service and interest; and that said committee, in ‘| banks of the District of Columbia, showing the 
‘lt inquiries, may refer to such periods of time || State of their affairs up to the 31st December last. 
*s to them may seem expedient and proper.” PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

The question pending was the following amend- || Mr. LINN presented the petition of John Perry, 
ment submitted by Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island: || praying confirmation of title to a tract of land; 
“irike out all after the word * Resolved;”’ and || which was referred to the Committee on Private 
‘usert the following: | Land Claims. 








‘from any quarter, at the manner in which they || 


|| tive Departments and their respective bureaus || 
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Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, setting 
forth the necessity of establishing a naval depot 
and navy-yard at the South, and recommending 
the situation of Charleston ag peculiarly suited to 
that purpose; which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 
William Yeaton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims: 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the peti- 
tions of Peter Smith and Daniel Silley; and the 
committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 


| eration of the petition of Andrew Marshall. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
memorial of Thomas Vowell, made an unfavorable 
report thereon; and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill to 


| provide for the establishment of a surveyor gen- 
| eral’s office in the State of Illinois, reported the 
| samme with amendments; which were read. 


Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred a resolution of the Senate, 
directing them to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a surveyor general’s office in the 


| State of Indiana, reported a bill for that purpose; 


which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been referred 
the memorial of Thomas Cameron, of Alabama, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial 


| of thecorporate authorities of the town of Mobile, 
| Alabama, praying to be remunerated for advances 
| made by them for the equipment of two compa- 
| nies of volunteers, who served in the late Indian 


wars, reported a bill making an appropriation for 
that object; which was read, and ordered to second 
reading. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill to alter 


the times of holding the circuit courts of the 
| United States for the district of North Carolina; 





|| State, to supply the vacancy oceasioned by the 


| which was twice read and referred. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 


| lution; which lies on the table one day for consider- 
ation: 


Resolved, That the State of Texas having es- 
tablished and maintained an independent Govern- 
ment, capable of performing those duties, foreign 
and domestic, which appertain to independent 
Governments, and it appearing that there is no 
longer any reasonable prospect of the successful 
prosecution of the war by Mexico against said 
State, itis expedient and proper, and in perfect 
conformity with the laws of nations, and the 
practice of this Government in like cases, that the 
independent political existence of said State be 


_ acknowledged by the Government of the United 
| States. 


Mr. W. said it was not his intention to ask a 
departure from the rules of the Senate, in order to 
enter upon the consideration of this resolution at 
this period. The resolution (Mr. W. stated) 
he would only say, at this period, was in exact 
concurrence with the views expressed by the 
President of the United States in his last message 
on this subject. In that message, the President 
declared it as his opinion, that the independence 

_of Texas might be considered as suspended upon 
the issue of the threatened invasion Y the arm 
under the command of General Bravo. Mr. W. 
said he had this morning received information 
direct from Vera Cruz, as late as the first of 
December last, that this invasion had proved en- 

| tirely abortive; that the army of Bravo had been 
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perk. ; eae 8S * ie is Sh 5 Ty 
reduced, by desertion and other causes, to a very | the survey of cert ‘n rivers therein named; which 


| 
| 


small number; that this miserable remnant was 
unsupplied with provisions; and that, in conse- 
quence of these events, General Bravo had re- 
signed the command of the army, and that the 
invasion in all probability would be abandoned. 


| 


| 


Mr. W. said he was satisfied that full reliance | 
might mi so se on the correctness of this inform- | 


ation, and that he was fully convinced that, with 
the knowledge of these facts, the President would 


cheerfully unite with Congress in recognizing the | 


independence of Texas. 


The following resolutions were also submitted, | 


and lie on the table one day: 
By Mr. DAVIS: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


directed to inquire into the expediency of making | 
some provision for the nautical education of sea- 


men. 
By Mr. TOMLINSON: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be || 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing the office of Commissioner of Pensions. 


3y Mr. NICHOLAS: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a tri-weekly post route | 


on the west bank of the river Mississippi, from 
the city of New Orleans to Plaquemine, in the 
parish of Iberville. 


By. Mr. RIVES: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 


be instructed to inguire into the expediency of 


increasing the salary of the district judge for the | 


western district of Virginia, or to allow him mile- 
age for his traveling expenses. 


HOUSE BILLS PASSED. 


The bill from the House to provide payment 
for horses and other property lost and destroyed 
in the military service of the United States; and 

The bill from the House inaking appropriations 
for the payment of the revolutionary and other 
pensioners of the United States, were severally 
read the third time and passed. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Mr. Ewina’s resolution to rescind the Treas- 


ury order designating the funds which shall be | 


received in payment for the public lands; and 
Mr. CLAY, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate in a speech of considerable 


Jengih in support of the resolution, and in oppo- | 
|| mode a fawful tender. 


sition to the amendment of Mr. Rives. 
After some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES 


Mr. NILES then moved to refer the whole | 
subject to the Committee on the Public Lands, | 
accompanying the motion with some remarks in | 


its support, and in reply to Mr. Cray. 


Messrs. CALHOUN, BLACK, TIPTON, | 
WEBSTER, and CLAY, opposed the motion; | 
Mr. CALHOUN saying that the reference to the | 
Committee on Finance, if a reference was made | 


at all, would be the most appropriate one. 

On taking the question Mr. Nives’s motion 
was adopted, and the resolution and amendment 
were referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, | 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- | 


bard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, White, and Wright 


oO 


— nes 


NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, | 


Clay ,Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, Kent,Knight, 
Moore, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Sevier, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Webster 
—19. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate went 
into the consideration of executive business; after 
which, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 11, 1837. 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, from the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, reported a bill for 


| 





was read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE SURPLUS REVENUE. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, made a report, accompanied 
by a bill, on the subject of the surplus revenue. 

he title of the latter was “* A bill to reduce the 
revenues of the United States to the wants of the 


Government.’’ 


; the Ist of January, was upwards of $50,500,000, 
appropriations unexpended at the close of the year, and 


Mr. OWENS remarked that, as this was a very 


important report, as well as the accompanying 
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bill, he would move that both be read; which was | 


agreed to. 


The bill and report were then read by the Clerk, 


as follows: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, to which was re- 
ferred the message of the President recommending a 
reduction of the revenue to the wants of the Govern- 
ment; the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
finances; a memorial praying for a distribution of the 
surplus revenue, and many memorials praying for a 


repeal of the duties on foreign merchandise, submit the | 


following report: 


‘The balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January Jast, | 
as near asitcan be now ascertained, ofavailable funds, was | 


$42 468,859 97. 


There was probably placed to the credit | 


of the Treasurer before that date, of which no account had | 


been received, about one million in addition; and the 
Government held, on public account, $6,244,600, par value, 
of stock in the Bank of the United States, which, at 114 
per cent., amounts to $7,106,394. The aggregate amount 
of money, and other means possessed by Government, on 
The 


required to complete the service of 1836, amounted to 
$13,561,373 35. Of this amount, but 36,000,000 can be 
properly charged against the surplus, as about seven to 
eight millions remain unexpended at the end of almost 
every year. The surplus of means, on the lst of January, 
may therefore be estimated at $44,500,000. 

The revenue of the past year, as nearly as it can be 
ascertained and estimated at the Treasury, was $23,000,000 


from customs, and $24,500,000 from public lands; and | 


from all other sources $620,000, making an aggregate of 
$48,120,000. 


The excess of revenue beyond the proper wants of Gov- | 
ernment, though now assuming greater importance than it | 


did formerly, bas existed for some years past, and origin- 
ated in the policy of revising our tariff so frequently since 
our war with Great Britain, without regard to the condi- 
tion of the Treasury. 


revenue was raised, which was absorbed in our public 
debt, till that was extinguished. , 
Other causes have, however, combined to produce our 


generally. 


The former, after prohibiting them 
for a century, authorized the unlimited creation of joint 
stock banks, not redeeming their notes in gold or silver, 
but in the notes of the Bank of England, which were 
On our side, we have added since 
1829, $45,093,207 to our metailie currency; and since 1830 
we have increased our banking capital from $110,000,000 
to about $330,00),000—thus extending our paper circulatin 

probably #60,000,000. The currency of no country can be 
so sudden!y increased, without encouraging general specu- 
lation, and producing a very considerable expansion of 
commercial credits. ‘l'rade and revenue have been accord- 
ingly affecied by it. Ourexports, which were at $50,000,000 
in 1828, rose in 1835 to $101,000,000; and those of 1836 
were more than $120,000,000. Our imports, deducting the 
amount exported, and excluding coin and bullion, were, 





High rates of duty were levied to || 
protect particular branches of industry, and a very large | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


| causes, and although it will fall off during th 


| cotton, other articles of export, and foreign mere 


| higher than usual. 


|| tracts of the public lands. 


_ Sanvary 1, 


our trade, internal an} external, has occurred for oo 

years; and to this, more than to any temporary or | zis| 

tive cause, the existing prosperity of the couutry ouglit . 
BUA 


|| be ascribed. 


Our revenue from customs is sustained by permaners 
: s € present and 
in the next year, it must increase with the growing {o;,;, 
trade of the country. The cotton manufactures o; Burns 
are steadily increasing. In Great Britain the ay, rar 
increase, from 1834 to 1836, was twenty per cent. J), m9 
country the crop of cotton in the past year is estimated ue 
1,570,000 bales, being 210,000 more than was produces, 


| 1835. It mustalso be observed that, while the spirit of Spec. 


ulation has raised other commodities to extravagant pric. 
7 


handise 


generally, the sources of our revenue, have not been much 


A crisis in commercial affairs could 
not, therefore, as in 1619, cause any very considera, 
reduction, and any decline would be but temporary. 7), 
rapid growth, too, of our weaith and population, ang the 
extension of our settled territory, enlarge the demand {oy 
foreign supplies; and in any prospective adjustment Of the 
tariff, the permanent increase of our foreign commerce 
should be more regarded than the temporary depression 
resulting from overtrading. F 
We may anticipate a great decline in our revenue from 
publie lands, though not to the extent which has been 
estimaied. ‘The receipts in the last quarter. notwithstang. 
ing the extraordinary demand for money, were, as nearly 
as they can be ascertained, $4,510,000. The revenue fo 
the present and the next year will fall far below tha: of 
1836; but in estimating our future income from our pubjic 
lands, we must not be governed by the annual receipts in 
former years. Many causes exist now which must cop. 
| siderably enlarge this source of revenue. We have, within 
six years, purchased of the Indians 90,000,000 acres within 
our settled boundaries, and removed the tribes beyond the 


| s “ard 
|| Mississippi. This must accelerate the sale and setilemen 


of these lands. We have, too, within a few years, rapidly 
multiplied our internal improvements in the interior, in 
every direction, and in many instances through large 
It is as easy for the emigrant 
| to reach Illinois at this time, as it was to go to Utica in 

New York twen'y years ago. The area of setilemeat js 
| thus enlarged in the South and in the West to an exten 
| very far beyond its former boundaries. The States in the 
| Northwest are growing with astonishing rapidity, while 
| the laboring population of Maryland, Virginia, and North 

Caroiina is rapidly moving off to the southwestern States, 

Should the sales of our public lands be limited to actual 
settlers, as is proposed by the Committee on Public Lands, 
some, though nut a very considerable, reduction in the 
revenue may be anticipated. Nothing short of suspendiog 
the sales—a policy which this Government never woud 

| adopt—can prevent us from receiving a large income {rom 
| this source. 

One, and not the least of the evils resulting from a sur- 
plus revenue, is an extraordinary increase. of our Federal 
expenses. A part of this increase has been caused by 
| extinguishing Indian titles, and removing the tribes. We 
| have appropriated for these objects, since the 4th o. Marc), 


|| 1829, $26,982,068; and our Indian wars have, and will 
present redundant revenue, and to give an impulse to trade || 
The sudden and rapid increase during the last || 
| tive years may be ascribed, in a measure, to British and 
| American legislation. 


cost us, not less than $13,000,000—making an aggregate 
of about $40,000,000, Such heavy expenditures, for simi- 
lar objects, cannot be anticipated hereafter, and our 
Federal expenses, for all purposes, ought not to be esti- 
| mated at more than $20,000,000. Even that amount is 

much more than we have hitherto deemed compatible 
| with the necessary wants of an economical Government; 
and a just regard to economy should prevent us al least 
from making provision, in anticipation, for a larger Gov- 
ernment expenditure. 

Unless, however, prompt measures are taken to reduce 
our revenue, we may anticipate a rapid increase of our 
expenses, and the recurrence, in a few years, of another 
surplus for deposite or distribution. To avoid these evils, 


|, the only safe and prudent course is to diminish the income 


| of the Government. ‘The committee are of opinion that 
| Some unnecessary taxes, not yielding much revenue, may 


|, be repealed, and that a general reduction should be made 


|| in 1829, $49,500,000; and in 1835 $123,000,000; and ia the | 
| past year probably $150,000,000. 


The annual receipts from the sales of the public lands in 


| 1830 were less than $2,500,000; and, in 1836, $24,500,000 ; 


and a much larger increase would have occurred in our 


, revenue from customs had not the duty on nearly one half 
of our imports been repealed. 


culture, and one half in value—if not in extent—of the 


whole territory of the country, have become objects of || 


speculation, contributing to enlarge very considerably the 
mass of commercial contracts aad credits. 


The produce of our agri- | | 


| 


The revenue of $47,500,000 from customs and public | 


as our permanent income. The spirit of speculation is 
already checked, and the probable embarrassments of the 
winter will sensibly affect the receipts in the present and 
the next year. But in the actual condition of bur country, 


causes, we are not authorized to anticipate the extraor- 
dinary decline in our revenue which occurred after the 
disastrous revulsion in 1819—the consequence of a sudden 
transition from war to peace. 
the future wants of Government, we should reflect that 


| this is the first opportunity we have had, since the adop- 


tion of our Constitution, to enlarge our foreign trade, and 
develope the resources of our extensive Confederacy. At 
the outset we had had but four years of uninterrupted 
commerce, In the second period but seven—from 100 to 
1807; and even after the close of the war in 1815, the trade 
of the country was convulsed for six years by the change 
from war to peace, the sudden increase of State banks, 
and the fluctuating operations of the Bank of the United 
States. The speculations of 1825 were very much con- 


| fined in this country to one branch of trade, and were of 
British, not American, origin. No general prostration of 


| lands in the past year, is obviously not to be relied upon | 


in one or the other sources of our income to the extent of 
$7,000,000. The actual condition of our f{nances does not 
| warrant a less reduction. 
| Without arresting the progress of the settlement of the 
| country, this reduction cannot be made in our receipls 
from public lands. But evenif such an unwise and unjust 
proposition were made, and the question should be pre- 
sented whether we should relinquish our income from this 
source, or reduce our revenue from customs, there ar 
great considerations, involving even the stability of our 
| Confederacy, why the latter should be preférred to We 
| former. a 
| Our public lands are the common property of the Union, 
in the ratio to representation. No tax can ever be imposed, 


|| the bufden of which will, in the spirit of our Federal Co0- 


| stitution, fall in the like ratio among the States. On the 
| contrary, the revenue from customs is the most unequal 


|, and unjust plan of taxation that could have been devised; 
sustained as its prosperity is by powerful and permanent | 


In adjusting our revenue to | 


| fall upon our revenue from customs. 


|| not yield an agg 


and the design of our Constitution will never be fulfilled J 


until it is wholly reformed. The agricultural States should 
_ never permit a common fund to be destroyed, or perma 
' nently distributed, in order that, by perpetuating our (axes 

upon manufactures, the chief burden of supporting te 
| Federal Government should be thrown upon them. 

In justice to the new as well as to the old States, th 
sales of the public lands ought not to be suspended, nor 
should they be converted into a fund for annual distributes 
among the States. Whatever reduction is made shou 

In examining the 
various articles upon which duties are now levied, tl 
committee find very few remaining that do not directly °" 
indirectly come in competition with some branches of our 
own industry. Those which are exclusively foreign » 
regate amount of duty exceeding om 


Many others, whieh have bees 


| hundred thousand dollars. sbi 


' heretofore classed among the non-protected articles, 0 
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be oe which have been so cousidered ever since it bas 
et the policy of the Government to make any such dis- 
bees on. But if the duties on all that are classed with 
Hoeven protected were repealed, it would not reduce the 
an one million of dollars. An adequate reduction 


cannot 


n what are denominated protected articles; in other 


j 


TH 


ated in the favored list, with quite as much justice | 


$150,000,000 were so affected, and to the extent of twenty- 
five per cent., which is less than the actual duty on im- 


|| ported merchandise, the internal tax ou the consumers in 


be made without diminishing or repealing the duties | 


words, without moditying the act of the 2d of March, 1833, | 


-eailed the compromise act. 

Coa oaching this onion, the committee are fully 
ome of the importance of the interests involved, aud of 
ihe anxiety of capitalists who are extensively engaged in 
the manufacture OF production of commodities which may 
be affected by any reduction of our taxes. Butthe question 
ether we 
oan ghee yield to the indispensable necessity of reducing 
our revenue to the wants of the Government. The actual 
condition of our finances demands this, and makes it our 
duty to examine thoroughly thé foundation upon which the 
claims of our capitalists to exclusive and perpetual protec- 
tion rest, and to exhibit the very unjust operation of the 
compromise act Upon the people and States of the Confed- 
a to 1816, the primary object of every duty was to 
support Government, and pay the publie debt; every (aru 
and every tax originated in @ Waut of money. ‘Phe duties 
were levied on imports generaily, and the encouragement 
of manufactures was wholly incidental to the power of 
collecting a revenue from customs. There was no distinc- 
ton then between protected aud non-protected ariicles ; 
for the latter were generally taxed at the highest rates. 
When a duty was proposed a3 @ tax, and defended as aa 
incidental encouragement to some branch of industry at 
home, it was uniformly advocated as a temporary burden 
upon the consumer, for which he would be indeaunified in 
afew years by a cheaper domestic supply. ‘The Govern- 
ment wanted money, the taxes were moderate, and the 
coysumers seldom troubled themselves to inquire into the 
wisdom of the discriminations, or the soundness of the 
principles of Congress. : ns 

Atthe close of the war with Great Britain, the manu- 
factures of the country had been protecied for eight years 
py an almost total prohibition of foreign merchandise, and 


by the sacrifices of agriculture and commerce. When 


shall continue to sustain their income by our | 


eace returned, the latter interests were destined again to | 


prosper, and there was danger that the sudden renewal of 
our intercourse With foreign nations, with whom we ex- 


changed productions, would give a blow to manufactures | 
from Which they would not recover in many years. ‘There | 


was a general desire to moderate the shock, aud the duties 
levied by the tariff of 1816, were in some instances higher 
than would have been otherwise adopted; and necessarily 
much higher than they were before the war, owing to its 
heavy expenses. From that time a struggle occurred at 
almost every session, for more protection, and the duiies 
were continually raised til they reached their maximum 
in 1828. Various expedients were resorted to to sustain 
them. Our expenditures were rapidly increased, without 
the least regard to economy, to create a necessity for 
revenue. ‘The duties on merchandise exclusively of foreign 
origin were repealed to preserve our protecting duties; and 
now, when all these expedicnis have failed, an attempt is 
made, not only to perpetuate, but to increase them by 
annually distributing the proceeds of our public lands. 

The system was modified by the acts of the 14th July, 
1832, and the 2d of March, 1833. This last act, though 
proposing a reduction of duty, contains some provisions to 
take effect in 1842, which will probably be repeaied. ‘To 
exact cash duties, and to deny to our foreign trade the 
privilege of deposit, is a policy which has never yet been 
invoduced into any other civilized commercial country ; 
and to assess the duty on the market value of foreign 
merchandise, at every port in the United States, would 
give us a8 Many rates of duty as we have ports, in direct 
violation of the Constitution. But tle committee do not 
propose to anticipate the discussion of these questions, or 
any of the provisions of the act of 1833, which do not 
interfere with the proposed reduction of the revenue. 


Trey deem it, however, important to examine the principle | 


of the compromise act, and to expose its unjust operation 
al this time. 


The modern innovation upon our ancient plan of levying 
duties on toreign merchandise, geverally, by collecting our | 


revenue, exclusively from that portion which comes in 
competition with our Own industry, reverses the whole 
design of the Constitution, which certainly contemplated 


that our taxes for Federal purposes should be levied in a | 


ratio to representation as nearly as it was practicable. 

The previous acts, repealing duties on non-protected 
articles, and the act of March, 1833, are calculated to make 
our faxes as unequal as possible. There is a wide differ- 
ence between the Operation of a tariff on merchandise 
similar to our own and On that which is exclusively foreiga. 
When we collect twenty millions on the latter, the duties 


are general through the Union, and the price of no corre- | 


‘ponding commodity at home is raised by it. The tariff 
Operates @s @ tax to that extent, and no further, and the 
Whole amount goes into the 'T'reasury for the support of 
Government. No man gains any advantage over another, 
and no State is made tributary to any capitalist or corpora- 
tion, But when twenty millions are collected omprotected 
articles, the tax indirectly extends to the whole mass of 
tr own productions aud manufactures, which are raised 
i price, and a much greater amount is levied ppon the 
Consumers of the country, in addition to the twenty millions 
‘rte support of Government. In 1835 the merchandise 
‘mported for consumption liable to duty, deducting the 
‘aue exported, amounted to about sixty-six millions, and 
yielded a duty of twenty millions. The value of similar 
merchandise of domestic origin in that year, may be esti- 
ated at about $250,000,000. Some of these branches, 
“pecially those beyond the mountains, are not so much 
affected by our duties; but the prices of far the largest 
poportion are regulated in a great measure by the tax 
Vcimpose. Assuining that articles of the value of only 


1835 amounted to $37,500,000, in addition to the twenty 
millions which went into the Treasury, It is impossible 


| to ascertain what amount of tax these protected branches 


of industry have for their own profi', and to pay the difer- 
ence between American and European labor, ibus indiree:ly | 
coliected from the consumers since 1789. But we know 
that the lauer have paid on foreign merchandise, ‘rom | 
Uis9 ta. 1836, inclusive, (see statement A,) more than | 
$682,000,000, besides probabiy thirty millious for the ex- | 
penses of collection. More than one half of this aggregate 
lias been levied on protected urticies. Although we cannot 
ascertain the amount of this internal tax upon the con- 
sumers for the last forty-eight years, we can form some 
estunate of it in late years. At the manutacturers’ con- 
vention in New York in 1831, they estimated the anuual 
product of that industry, omitting some branches, at more 
wan two hundred millions. From their great and uniuter- | 
rupted prosperity since then, the annual value of their 
products at the present time, ought probably to be estimated 
at $30,060,000. Ifthe larger proportion of this amount is 
not raised in value by duties on foreign merchandise, then 
are they, as protecting duties, whvuily inoperative and 
unnecessary. This indirect tax upon the consumption of 
our Own productions, cannot be estimated at less than | 
twice the amount of duty collected ou simiiar foreign mer- 
chandise, or forty millions annually. 

The prices of protected produce and manufactures at 
home and abroad, are regulated by the industry of those 


| countries where labor is uniformly cheaper than it is in the 


United States. Until our population resembles that of 
Europe, and our climate is as genial as that of the sugar | 
islands, our consumers must pay for both foreign and 
domestic merchandise, @ pice equal to tiie cost abroad, | 


| the charges of importation, the duty, and the merchants? | 


| the consumption of the country, in order to collect twenty 


| of industry, While our privileged capitalists and corpora- 
| tions are alone to be, in effect, exempt from taxation, well 


| adopted. 
| it is wholly inconsistent with the equal, just, and free basis 


| the States. 


| Confederacy. 
| the States of the Union tributary, not to the other six, but 


| should be wholly free. 


| ultimately indemnified by an indirect tax upon the other 


profit upon all. How much the aggregate of all these | 
aiiount to in the progress of near half a century, it is im- | 
possible to calculate. We kuow, liowever, that one of the 
liems AaMounts LO More than {350,000,000 5 and the princely 
establishments seattered over the United States, and the 
fact that the annual produce of their industry may be esti- 
mated at $300,U60,000, afford ample evideuce wat other 
treasuries than that of the Government have drawn a 
much Jarger amount trom the labor of the cousumers. 
Such is the operation of those protecting duties, which 
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it is proposed to continue, forthe purpose of dividing our |! 


surplus revenue hereafter. Such the system of taxation | 
which the compromise act, as it is called, makes perpe:ual 
in a confederacy of States, three fourths of which are | 
not engaged tO any extent ii these protected branches of 
industry. According to the provisions and indirect opera- 
lida Of that act, we must levy sixty millions annually upon 


tor the use vi Government. The entire population of inost, 
and a large majority of all the states, must be forever 
compelled by our laws to sustain immense and powerful 
establishments, which are overshadowing all other branches 


satisfied with a reciprocity of duues, so Jong us they are 


interests of the country. 

{n other countries, with a crowded population and a 
consolidated Government, this system is less expensive, 
though mavifestly unjust and impolitic, wherever it is | 
But whatever may be ils operation elsewhere, 


of our institulions, aud can never be perpetuated in a con- 
federacy of States spread over a vast continent, diifvring in 
employments, interests, soil, and climate. 

it is impossible to make a protecting tax equal among 
It is, as such, wholly inconsistent with the 
constitutional and political rigits of the members of our 
We cannot permanently make twenty of | 


to a small portion of their population. The produce of the 
laber of Ove State should, by law, enjoy no advantages 
over the produce of labor in another, whatever may be the 
character of its industry; nor should the foreign trade of 
any one State in the Union be restricted, except from polit- 
ical necessity. 

The commerce of a Confederacy, internal and external, | 
The manufactures of Europe, as | 
well as of the United States, require the produce of our 
agriculture, and we have no consututional right to restrict 
the mutual exchange of our commodiiies exclusively for 
the purpose of increasing the profits of individuais in other | 
States. The planter of the South and the farmer of the | 
interior or of the West canuot be effectually and perpetually 


compelled by our laws to purchase his supplies from the || 





mauufacturer or producer in some distant State, on terms 


| which give the latter an advantage of thirty, forty, or filly 


| inequality and oppression intolerable. 


| importations have always been, and are now, steadily in- 


per cent., and in some instances more. This plan of tax- 
ation is upjustin any form and to any extent, but to collect, 
as is proposed, miilions beyond the wants of Government, 
merely for the purpose of distribution, would render its 


These protecting duties can be no longer defended as 
temporary taxes upon consumption, for wiich the country 
wiil be indemnified by a cheap and abundant supply of 
domestic produce and manufactures. It will be seen, by 
examining the statement B, how utterly fallacious have 
beer all such predictions and speculations, from the date 
of the report of our first Secretary of the Treasury, in 
170, down to the present day. That statement exhibits 
the quantity and value of the most important protected 
merchandise imported in fifteen years, to September, 1835, 
and some for the year ending 30th June last. 

Previous to 1821, our laws did not require regular re- 
turns, and little reliance can be placed on estimates. So 
far from redeeming the pledges, so repeatedly given to the 
country, that foreign merchandise would be excluded, our 


creasing, and almost uniformly in a ratioeven greater than 
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our rapid increase of population. Our manufactures, 
however prosperous, cannot more than keep pace with the 
growth of the country, so long as our boundaries of settle- 
ment continue to be enlarged, and our agricultural pepula- 
tion spreads in the South and West. We lave never had 
an adequate supply of labor, and even that is comparatively 
diminishing, as the epiritand lacility of emigration increase, 
aud the theater of settlement enlarges. Such is the exist- 
ing demand for labor for our modern improvements and 
eniarged industry—tor oar mines, factories, railroads, and 
canals, that We can scarce procure sufficient to cultivate 
the soil. Besides, so long as we supply all Europe with 
raw materials, and our exports continue to increase, as 
they will do, we must take her manufactures in return, 
While peace continues, nations wiil excliange their surplus 
productions; and that commerce will constantly increase, 
iu defiance of all our revenue laws. The consumers of 
this country can expect no relief from the protecting sys- 
tem Uli this continent shall have become settled, and adense 
and impoverished population reduces the price of labor to 
the European standard. Till then they must pay an an- 
nual tribute of millions, to add to the number, wealth, and 
power of our capitalists and corporations. 

Statement B gives the importations for each year ending 
the 30th September, from 182t to 1835. ‘The returns are 
not complete for 1836, though a few are stated for the year 
ending the 30th June last. The aggregate imports for that 
year, including coin and bullion, was $185,631,410. Had 
the importations fur 1836. been taken into the comparison, 
a much larger increase would fave been exhibited ; but the 
trade of that year was auginented by extraordinary causes, 
and is therefore excluded. ‘The comparison made is be- 
tween the seven years ending in 1821 and ia 1835—the first 
and the last seven of the fifteen years. The real increase 
is much larger than the apparent, in consequence of con- 
stant improvements in machinery, and the competition 
among bations. The value of imports at the present day 
represents, in many instances, more than double the quan- 
tity the same amount would have represented twenty years 
ago. 

In the last seven years, to 1835, the average increase 
over the firstseven—that is, inseven years, is on the follow- 
ing articles viz: 

Brass manulactures......eceesceesceceeees 20 per cent. 


CHOSE WIOT ES vecccccusenachobneccntaceneeed ene és 
China ware ..... sesmaaee wthvedued aekne saa sé 
Larthen and stone ware che-eene alee ener wee 6¢ 
RS sak inan pinhs.<' bekatieh kee me cae ae e 
Leather manufactures, the last five over the 

first five years, from 1826 to 1835........ G2) * 


The only article, the importation of which bas not in- 


| creased is hemp; and for the very unsatisfactory reason 
| that the laws of other countries are more friendly to our 


| take effect from the date of importation. 


navigation than ourowna, and our ships are supplied abroad. 

Woolen Manufixctures.—Stuif good shave been admitted 
free of duty for three years past. Other manufactures of 
wool have been protected by a high duty ; and, wore effect- 
ually to diminish importatious, cash duties are exacted, to 
The aggregate 
increase of worsted and woolens isin the last, over the first 
seven years, about $1,700,000, being 22 per cent. in seven 
years. The greatest amount imported in any one year of 
the firstseven was $11,752,595. and ina the last, $16,831,557, 
being $4,000,000 mure than had been imported in any one 
year since these returus were ordered. If the quantities, 


| instead of the values, could be compared, it would exhibit 


| & greater increase, 
| year ending the 30th of June, 1836, amounted to $7,099,970 ; 


The worsted goods imported in the 


woolens, $13,614,643; making an aggregate of $20,714,013, 

Cotton Manufactures.—This branch was protected by a 
heavy square-yard duty in 1816, which has been subse- 
quently increased, The average increase annually in the 
last Over the first seven years is more than a million. The 
highest amount imported in any one of the first seven years 
Was $12,509,516; in the last, $16,090,224. The first year 
of the sixteen was $7,788,514; and the last, $15,367,585. 
When it is considered how much the price of this fabric 


| has been reduced in every country in the last twenty years, 


and that the same value nuw generally represents twice 
the quantity it did formerly, some idea may be formed of 
the immense increase in this branch of our importations. 
The amount imported in the year ending the 30ih Juce last 
was $18,927,250. 

Tron and steel manufactures.— By adopting specific rates 


| of duty on many of these manufactures, the cousumers are 
| taxed much more heavily than they are aware of, besides 





which the heavy charges of transportation give our own 
manufactures a great advantage. The importations, not- 
withstanding, have increased very rapidly. The aggregate 
amount imported in the first seven years was $19,141,183; 
in the last, $27,824,141, being an increase in seven years of 
45 percent. The highest annual importation in the first 
term was $3,525,433; in the last, $4,427,461; and in the 
first year of the sixteen, $1,630,129; in the last, $4,827,461, 
The amount imported in the year ending the 30th June 
last Was $7,717,910, 

Bar iron.—The aggregate quantity imported in the first 
seven years was 3,998,021, and in the last, 7,196,381 hun- 
dred weight, or about 200,000 tons in the former period, and 
355,000 tons in the latter, being an increase of 77} per 
cent. in seven years. ‘The consumption of iron was 
rapidly increasing in every country, owing to the applica- 
tion of it to a variety of new purposes. But another, and 


| much more important source of consumption has recentiy 


grown out of the improvement in railroads, which promises 


| to give ample employment for years to come to iron works 


at home and abroad. The demand for this new use cannot 
even be now supplied, and the price of raijroad iron has 
consequently risen very considerably. By devoting Jabor 
to this new and increasing branch of the iron manufacture, 
other branches have advanced ina price. Although our 
iron-masters find the latter more profitable than railroad 
iron, the British, by going largely into this new branch, 
have given av impulse to all others in every country, 
There will undoubtedly be a rapid increase of railroads in 
Europe and America, which must very much enlarge the 
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demand. Whatever may have been the motives hereto- 
fore for imposing a protecting duty, none is now required; 
for this modern improvement has created a market for it 
which affords it a protection far more permanent and 
effectual than thrice the amount of our existing duty. 
As a protection our duty is rendered wholly abortive, for 
all the iron- masters of Europe and America cannot, taking 
a series of years together, supply the demand for raijroads 
and all other purposes. 

Sugar.—T his is also charged with a specific duty equal 
to 60 or 70 per cent. on the estimated cost of production 
abroad. Theaggregate quantity imported in the first seven 
years of the statement was 536,363,592 pounds, and in the 
last 664,371,508 pounds, being an increase of about 24 per 
cent. in seven years. The highestimportation in the first 
term was 94,378,814, and in the last 126,039,239 pounds, 
The importation of molasses has also increased near 20 

cent. in seven years. The greatest quantity imported 
Pe first seven years was 13,843,045, and in the last 
18,971,603 gallons. The culture of sugar is very uncertain 
in our climate. If the estimate made by the convention in 
New York be correct, there has been no increase in this 
branch since 1631. 
hogsheads in 1823, and at 100,000 in 1831. The crop of 
the present year has been estimated at 90,000, but, in con- 
sequence of an early frost, it is said will not produce over 
75,000 hogsheads. Since the acquisition of Louisiana the 
consumers have paid about $76,000,000 for the protecting 
duty on sugar and molasses, besides about $50,000,000 
probably in the increased price of our domestic sug4r. 
The quantity imported in the year ending the 30th of June 
last Was 174,607,506 pounds. 

Salt.—The duty on salt was first laid by the tariff of 
1789, was afierwards increased, but subsequently repealed 
by the act of the 3d of March, 1807, when we had an over- 
flowing Treasury. It was renéwed during the war as a 
war duty. The aggregate quantity imported in the first 
seven years of the fifteen was .2,019,575, and in the last 
38,779,371 bushels, being an increase of about 21 per cent. 
in seven years. Salt has been protected from 1789 to the 
present time ; for although the duty was repealed from 1808 
to 1814, our embargo, other restrictions, and war were 
much more efficient than the duty. Atter near half a 
century we import about as much as is manufactured in 
the United States, even including those establishments in 
the interior with which foreign salt cannot interfere. 

Coal.—The duty ou coal commenced with the tariff of 
1789 at two cents a bushel. The statement referred to 
exhibits the importation of coal for fifteen years. The 
aggregate quantity imported in the first seven years was 
6,038,027, and in the last 12,251,642 bushels, being an 
increase of mure than 100 per cent. in seven years. It is 
not practicable to obtain a statement of the produce of all 
the inines in the United States; but it will be sufficient to 
show the immense increase in the consumption of coal by 
referring to the progress of three mines of anthracite coal. 
(See statement C.) The annual produce in 1820 was 365, 
and in 1836, 682,429 tons. The increase of al) the mines 
in the same neighborhood for the present year is estimated 
at 250,000 tons. While our importations of foreign coal 
have increased in seven years ending in September, 1845, 
over the seven years ending in 1827 more than 100 per 
cent., a new branch of the coal trade has grown up from 
nothing to 682,429 tons. The whole amount of coal 
imported in 1821 was but 17,000 tons; and in 1836 it was 
about 60,000 tons, and has been more. The increased 
consumption in these branches alone—but a small propor- 
tion of the coal trade of the United States—since 1820, is 
from about 17,000 to 750,000 tons; and, as a writer in 
defense of the coal duty informs us, we are in the present 
year to add 250,000, making a million of tons. Without 
this, however, the consumption in these branches has 
increased to foriy-four times the quantity consumed 
sixteen yeara ago. It is very evident that our coal com- 


panies have a much more powerful protection than any | 


which the duty affords them. Causes far more effectual 


and controlling than all our revenue laws, have, within a || : ; ' 
| conclusively that, notwithstanding the extraordinary in- 


few years, created an extraordinary demand for coal, 
which must increase permanently. The destruction of 


They estimated the crop at 40,000 | 


| which it wisely adopted some years ago. 


| and German wheat during 1836, the whole quantity | 


imported in the year ending the 30th September last at all 
the ports on the sea board (except the third quarter of the 
year at Boston) was but 317,883 bushels, paying less than 
$80,000 duty. In an agricultural country like this, remote 
as it is from other grain-growing countries, our farmers 
have nothing to apprehend from importations. There are 
but two caures that can bring wheat from abroad, a failure 
of crops, when importations would be desired by ali, and 
the occasional recurrence of a redundant currency. 


former cause. Although our crops have partially failed in 
some of the States, there is no famine, and the deficiency 
is not the sole cause of the present high price. We have 
had a redundant currency, which encouraged speculation, 
and raised the prices of commodities generally sv high as 
to produce importations in 1836, without regard to the ac- 
tual wants of the country. A sudden and large addition 
to our metallic and paper currency has made us importers 
of wheat; and, had it been practicable, the same cause 
might have made us importers of the soil which pro- 
duced it. 

The duty on wheat is of no consequence in our trade 
with Europe, or any other branch of our commerce abroad. 
By referring to the table D, it will be seen that its operation 
is almost entirely confined to our Canadian trontier. 
even there, the importations were of very little consequence 
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till 1835; then the duty did not amount to sixty thousand | 


dollars, and the imports for 1836 were not half the quantity. 
The duty on wheat operates very injuriously on our trade 
with Upper Canada. When it was laid in 1824, we were 
the millers and exporters of the Canadians. By imposing 
a duty of twenty-five cents, and refusing the drawback on 
exportation on that frontier, we lave destroyed this branch 
of trade, as far as the law could be executed. That, how- 
ever, could not be effected on the St. Lawrence aud the 
Niagara. The most serious objection to this duty is, that 
it enables the British Government to carry out a policy 


the United States is not only admitted into Canada free of 
duty, but enjoys all the advantages of Canadian produce 
in the consumption of Great Britain. She thus secures 
the carrying of our produce, while we, by our own laws, 
deny ourselves the profit of exporting the produce of 
Upper Canada, and of furnishing that country with sup- 
ples. We force trade through the St. Lawrence, instead 
of encouraging it through our cauals, rivers, and lakes, 
into which channels it would have long since flowed, but 
for our own laws. Such is the whoie operation of our 
duty on wheat: it affords no protection whatever to agri- 
culture, while, with the aid of other laws, equally unwise, 
it almost destroys our commerce with Upper Canada, and 
increases the navigation of Great Britain. 

Such is the present condition and the operation of pro- 
tecting duties on some of the most prominent branches of 
our industry. The enlargement and the prosperity of our 
manufactures, and the existence of these duties for near 
half a century, no lounger warrant a continuance of these 


| heavy charges upon the consumption of the country, under 


the pretended necessity of sustaining against foreign com- 
petition, capitalists, and corporations, the annual produce 
of whose mines, factories, and plantations is estimated at 
three hundred millions of dollars. The agricultural and 


|; commercial interests might with more justice ciaim the 


our forests, the increase of our population, and the enlarged | 


application of coal to manufacturing and other purposes, 
must enable the producers, taking a series of years 
together, not only to regulate the quantity, but the price of 
this commodity. With such evidence of the rapid and 


permanent increase of the consumption of coal, the con- || ) 
| Our taxes should give no advantage to one man over 


tinuance of the duty as a protection cannot be justified. 
The whole duty in 1835 was but about $100,000; and 
although that imported now is more than three times the 
quantity in 1821, the whole does not equal twice the annual 
consumption of the town of Wheeling, in Virginia. The 
statement below, though relating to other countries, will 
show tie immense product of coal and its various uses, 
and proves how utterly insignificant our importation of 
60,000 tons is, when compared with the aggregate con- 
sumption of the United States. The following is the 
estimated annual produce of the coal mines in England 
and Wales, under the different heads of consumption : 
By the popula ion...........6 0006 ++++20,804,570 tons. 
BVOGM TUFORCUD.. sce cccccccveccccccenn Geeupeee 
Manufactories.......scsecescceseecees 4,000,000 
SIROBID oo nn.0d pees conc cccccecscecs MOTee 
MORDEONS 0 onde s vacskegecvccvcss cops” WAP pee 


STM panvee once veasan 


eee 3,970,495 


Wheat.--A duty of twenty-five centsa bushel was imposed 
on wheatin 1824. Notice is taken of this item in this report 
merely for ‘he purpose of proving its insignificance as a 
prot-cting duty. Itisan insult to the agricultural interest 
to attach any importance to it as a measure of protection. 


Statement D shows that the whole quantity of wheat | 


imported into all our Atlantic ports from the time the duty 


was laid in 1824 to the 30th of September, 1835, embracing | 


aterm of eleven years, was but 4,832 bushels—about 440 
bushels a year. Notwithstanding the extraprdinary state 
of trade, and the display made about Black Sea, Baltic, 


| labor. 
| and an income from customs and public lands beyond the 
| wants of Government, they have at least a right to demand 


| is wholly independent of the duty. 


| its repeal. 


| be continued with an overflowing Treasury. 
| mittee further recommend a general reduction of our 
|| imposts to the extent of seven millions. 


| per cent. 


| protection of Government; and, a8 an indemnity for the 


sacrifices of half a century, ask for a tax upon that capital, 
nineteen twentieths of which has been drawn from their 
With asurplusof fifty millions in money and steck, 


that the whole burden of -upporting Government, and sus- 
taining our capitalists and corporations, should not be 
thrown upon them. If our protected industry, great, grow- 
ing, and profitable as it is, cannot now protect itself, it 
never will; and itis time for every consumer to determine 


| whether he will submit to perpetual taxation for any such 


purpose. The statements appended to this report prove 
crease of our own manufactures, our supplies from abroad, 
through natural and uncontrollable causes, are constantly 
increasing. We cannot apologize for the continuance of 
these taxes, by holding out any prospect of relief, now or 
hereafter. It is time, therefore, that the system, as such, 


| should be gradually reformed; that all branehes of our 


industry should be placed on the same footing; and that 


another. No State nor section of this Confederacy -hould 
hereafter be made permanently tributary to another by the 
operation of our revenue laws. 

Unequal and unjust as our taxes are, it is not proposed to 


| remove them in a mode which might shock any branch of 


industry. The immense increase of the consumption of 
coal, and the comparatively insignificant quantity imported 
from abroad, clearly show thatthe prosperity of this branch 
It is required neither 
for protection nor revenue, and the committee recommend 
They also propose to repeal the duty remaining 
on salt. One half was repealed by the actof July 14, 1832, 
without destroying our salt-works, as was predicted ; and 
the remainder may be taken off, with litle injury to them 
and great benefit to the country. Such a tax ought not to 
The com- 


Vor the reasons 
stated in this report, they have not endeavored to select 
articles which would not affect our industry; the duties 
upon all these, of any importance whatever, have already 


| beenrepealed. Nor were they disposed to repeal the duties 


upon articles paying a less duty than twenty percent., while 
other branches of industry, with no higher claims, were pro- 
tected by duties of thirty, fifty, and upwards of one hundred 
So long as the principle of protection is contin- 
ued, justice requires that they should at least be equalized. 
Thatis the basis of the adjustimentin the act of the 2d March, 
1833. By that act, all duties over twenty per cent. were to 
be gradually abolished. The committee propose the same 


The produce of | 


; ; '| for future years, 1834 is considered a better cr 
The importations of wheat in 1836 were not owing to the || 
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measure, but recommend a different process of reqy,, 
| By the tariff of 1833, the excess of duties over ty, “ction 
| cent. were to be reduced one tenth on the 31st of Deo,” 
| 18335 one tenth the 31st of December, 1835 ; one te, mabe 

3ist of December, 1837 ; and one tenth the 31st of 4 the 
| ber, 1839; the remainder of the excess was to be.“ 

off, one half on the 3lst of December, 1841, ana thew 
| on the 30th of June, 1842, Of these, the two first othe 


tions have already been made. In estimating the — 
Ace “ 

= . . ilerion th, 

1835 or 1836, when the importations were unusually Fraag 


The excess of duty on the gross revenue accruing int 

year ending 30th September, 1834, (see statement fp \ - 
| $9,400,000, From this is to be deducted the dray bane 

the quantity exported, which would probably lay..." 
| excess of duty over twenty per cent. on the quantity ix 
| maining for consumption at seven millions. Assuming . 
| asthe net excess, and that the same amount of Ln portat; . 

should continue'till 1842, the following would be 
| pective operation of the act of 2d March, 1833: 


SRN asta sd nesbehesnnaeae totes serene ees S7,000.009 
Deduct one tenth 3lst December, 1837....... 700. 


De 
the pros. 


ee 700,009 
Tee, 
6,300,009 
620. ) 
—— aes 
5,670,009 
2,835,009 


—, 


2,835,009 
ee 2,835 


| Deduct one tenth 3lst December, 1839........, 


Deduct one half 3lst December, 1841.......... 


SAT] 


| Deduct one half 30th June, 1842.......... .. 


Thus the act proposes to reduce the excess $1] £330,000 in 
five years, and $5,670 000 in six months. If the state of 
our finances did not oblige us to anticipate this reduction 
of our revenue, motives of policy should induce ys i 
change this extraordinary and unequal process of requetioy 
With a foreign trade constantly and permanently inc reas. 
ing, our manufactures will be as much affected in 1842 4 
they will be in 1838. [f they can, as is proposed, siang 
a reduction of near six millions of this excess in six 
months, they will certainly be little affected by taking off 
| the third of seven millions every six for eighte n mouths. 
| The committee, therefore, propose that one third of the 

exeess should be reduced on the 30th September next; one 

ifalf of the remainder on the 3lst of March, 1838; and the 
other half on the 30th September, 1838. Assuming an 

| excess of seven millions, the reduction would be, viz: 
$7,000,000 

One third, September 30, 1837..... 06.6 ceeeee 0006 233,333 


| 4,666,667 
| One half, March 31, 1838.......+escees ceceeeee062,383.0 
| One half, September 30, 1633 . 2... ccc cee es eee oe BIST 


| Such a reduction would increase and diminish with the 
| rise and fall of importations, and could not materially 
affect those branches of industry producing annually, asis 
| estimated, three hundred millions, and distributed, as this 
| reduction would be, among them all. Besid 's, even after 
these high duties are reduced to twenty per cent., they will 
still, with the charges of importation, cash daties, and 
short credits, enjoy a protection of forty to fifly per cent; 
| and, on heavy and cheap merchandise, much more. Ast 
| the proprietors of our salt-works, iron-works, and coal 
| mines beyond the mountains, our imposts do not affect 
| them, as they enjoy a naturat monopoly, and regulate bow 
| the price and the quantity of their product ons. 
It is the vice of our plan of Jevying taxes for the support 
| of Government that we can make no change in our revenue 
laws without affecting some interest. In the progress of 
our legislation, and of our intercourse with foreign nations 
for the last half century, with our tariffs, embargoes, 100- 
intercourse, aud war, the burden and sacrifices have fallen 
on the non-protected, the profits on the protected, branches 
of our industry. A period has arrived when a measure of 
an opposite character is demanded by the highest cousider- 
ations. Itis the duty of all interests to yield to the para- 
mount neces-ity of reducing the revenue of the United 
States to the wants of the Government; and the comuillee 
report a bill for that purpose. - 


A.—Statement of the revenue annually co!lected from the 
consumers of the United States by duties on foreign mer- 
chandise. 


| March 4,17r9,| 

to Dee. 31,) 
WUE sc cwee 
S708 5.0054 
Beeewdases | 
17O4...5..] 
RUB Acre 
1796.....0! 
Sees si cceel 
3798. Si. 5d) 
B7OO..o0.] 
300025..0. 
SEs cies) 
1802,.....! 
1803.4...) 
1894......| 
1805......| 
1806...... 
| Per 
1808......) 
1809...... 
1810...5.5/ 
1818 .... v0} 
rane 
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| * To which may be added the expenses of collection for 
‘| forty-eight years. 


In 1813.,!  @13,224,62 
1814, .| 5,998,772 08 
1815... 7.2292 2B 
1816...)  36.306,¢74 & 

| 1317.. 26,283,348 49 

1818...) 17,176,355 © 

1819,. 20 ,2-3 60" 6 

1820.. 15,005,612 15 

1821... 13,004,447 15 

1822... 17,589,761 4 

1823... 19,0°8,433 44 

| 1824.. 17,875 325 71 

1825,,| 20,095,713 45 

1826... 93,341,331 7 

1827... 19,712,283 2 

1°28., 23,205,523 64 

1829.. 22 651.965 9 

1830... 21,922,391 9 

1831.. 24,924,441 4 

1892... 2*,465.257 24 

1#33.. 99,032,508 91 

|} 1834.. 16.214,957 !9 

1835..| 


19.391 310 59 
1836...) 23,000,000 08 
|eg6e0,547,842 4 


$4,399,473 09 | 
3,443,070 85 
4,255.306 56 
4,801 ,065 28 
5,5°8,461 26 
6,567,9>7 94 | 
7,549,649 65 | 
7,106,061 93 | 
6,610,449 3 
9,080,932 
10,750,778 9 
12,438,235 7 
10,479,417 
11,098,565 
12,936 487 
14,667,698 
15,845,521 
16,363,550 
7,296 ,020 
8,583,399 
13,313,222 
8,958,777 
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‘he other Tables appended to the report are so large 
ond mney cannot convenienily be published.—Eds. Globe.) 
A bill to yeduce the revenue of the United States to the 

wants of the Government. 

Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the 30th day of 
September next, in all cases where duties are imposed on || 
foreign imposts by the act of the 14th of July, 1832, entitled | 
. An act to alter and amend the several acts imposing 
duties on imposts,? or by auy other act, shall exceed 

enty per centum on the value thereof, one third part of 
poo excess shall be deducted; from and after the sist of 
srorch 1838, one half of the residue of such excess shall 
i deducted; and on the 30th September, 1838, the other | 
half shall be deducted, any thing in the act of 2d of 
March, 1833, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That trom and after 
the 30th of September next the duties on salt and coal shall 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


The bill having been twice read, and the reading 
of the report bein concluded, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the bill be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the | 
siate of the Union, and that the bill and report be 

inted. 
Per. LAWRENCE said, as a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and one of the 
minority of that committee upon this subject, he 
hoped he might be permitted, in the outset, to 
express his entire dissent from the principles laid 
down both in the bill and in the report. 

Sir, (said Mr. L.,] this is a measure of great im- || 

ortance—no less than a bill to reduce the revenues | 

| 


— 


of this country, which were proposed by the law 
of 1832 not to be reduced till 1842, that is in five 
years and a half from this time. It was, he re- 
peated, a bill to bring down the revenues of the 
country in the short period of eighteen months as 
much as was proposed by the law of 1832 in five 
yeersand a half. He wished, therefore, the mem- 
bers of the House to reflect for a moment upon 
the principles contained in that report, and those | 
contained in the bill. He put the question to the 
members of the House whether there was any 
serious, any et feeling there that that bill 
was to become the law of the land? This ques- 
tion should be answered, for the bill was of so | 
much importance that it was a necessary duty | 
that House owed to the country that it should be 


| he was aware there was a diversity of opinion 


| was, that this extraordinary reduction, brought 
| forward at this time, and under the circumstances, 


then, about the sentiments of that people !] 





a : . i : ' 
hesitation in saying, so far as he knew them, never 
would sustain the doctrines set forth in that | 
report. 


| 
[Mr. Mann exclaimed: He knows very little, 


Mr. L. also appealed to the State of Ohio, and 


| to all the great and growing States of the West, | 

| if they had no interest in this question? 
there a gentleman upon this floor, truly represent- | 

| ing his constituents, who would get up in his 


Was | 


lace, and say he was willing to place the whole 


industry of his country upon the same foundation | 
ag that of foreign nations? 
| their answer. 
appealed next to New England, to the whole of 


He could anticipate 
it would be in the negative. He 


New England; he would appeal to the State of 


Connecticut, whose delegation composed a por- 
| tion of the Administration party in that House, if 


they would dare to go home to their constituents | 


| with this report in their hands, and say to them, | 
| ** this is our doctrine; we will stand or fall by it.”’ | 


Sir, they would not be sustained for an hour if 
they didso. When he appealed to New England, | 


upon this subject; but he was confident there was 
no difference of opinion on one point; and that 


was without the shadow of a plea for it. 
What had they been told by the Secretary of | 


| the Treasury? What did the departments say? | 
| Did not they tell them that, in their opinion, the | 


revenue would fall short during the present year? 
Did not theSecretary of the Treasury, after making 


| his estimates,—and who knew better,—state that 
| the revenue, after the appropriation made on the 
| 31st of December next, would be short at least | 


three millions of dollars? And what did they know 
about the revenue of 1838? Who could say what | 
would be derived from the customs or from the | 
public lands? Who could tell what contingencies | 
might arise in that interval ? 

Again he denounced the bill as a monstrous 


| measure, fraught with the most dangerous conse- | 


quences, and whose effect would be to weaken, if 


advised that such legislation was contemplated || not break down, the bonds of confidence and credit 


upon the great interests of the country. 

What was to be the effect merely of simply re- || 
porting this bill now? It was to create a panic | 
from one end of the country to the other. What 
was its present state from Maine to Georgia? 
What was the state of our finances? 
they stand with reference to pecuniary facilities? | 
Why, that in all the great commercial cities of the | 
East (and he understood it to be worse and higher | 
in the new States) money was from fifteen to | 
twenty or thirty per cent. per annum. Sir, said | 
he, there is already a panic growing out of the 
peculiar condition in which the finances of the | 
country had been placed, and the effect of the | 
proposition then before the House was to increase | 
that panic, and how? You come down here, and | 
propose a reduction upon ail articles of import of 
ten per cent. in six months, ten per cent. more in | 
six months thereafter, and ten per cent. more in | 
the ensuing six months. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, raised the point of | 
order, whether the merits of the bill were open to | 
debate at this incipient stage. 

Mr. LAWRENCE would go through in one | 
moment, 

[Cries of **Go on!” **Go on!” **Go on!” | 
from several parts of the House.] 

_ Mr. MANN remarked that the debate was en- 
lrely irregular, but if the House were disposed | 
that it should go on, it could, of course, so order. 
Mr. LAWRENCE said he intended to conclude | 
hisremarks by moving to lay the bill on the table. 
He proceeded. He wished to appeal to a few | 
gentlemen of that House on the subject. He ap- | 
pealed, then, to the Representatives from the State | 
of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of ascertaining | 
whether this bill be a party measure, (he hoped it | 
Was not,) but he appealed to the members from 
that State, and asked them if they were ready to | 
sanction and adopt the doctrines of that bill and | 
report? He appealed next tu the members from 
the State of New York. He had been told that 
that State was in favor of this system, but he did 





| that he would take up ver 





not believe it. Ele knew there were many gentle- | 
men from that State on that floor in favor of this | 
system, but a majority of her people, he had no | 


'| which ought mutually to subsist between men and | 


communities. He again and again reiterated his | 
appeal to gentlemen of the Administration party | 
from Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and New Hamp- | 


shire, &c., to come out and avow if they were in 


How did || favor of this bill, or that they believed it to be for | 


the interest of the country. Mr. L. then went on 
to show that the principles of tree trade ought not 
to be attempted in this country until a correspond- 
ing feeling had been exhibited by Great Britain | 
and the continent of Europe, for they taxed foreign 
articles most heavily, particularly tobacco, bacon, | 
hams, coals,&c. He was referring to the British | 
tariff on imported articles, when 

The CHAIR interposed, and said the whole | 
merits of the bill were not open at that stage. 

Mr. LAWRENCE wished to speak of the | 
effects of sending this bill out to the people, and, 
after doing so, should move to lay it on the table. 

The CHAIR had merely apprised the gentle- 
man that the merits of the bill were not open on 
a motion to print and refer it. 

Mr. LAWRENCE inquired if a motion to 
reject it would be in order. 

The CHAIR replied, not in that stage. 
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paid a duty of six cents a pound. Unmanufae- 
tured tobacco sixty-seven cents a pound, while 
manufactured tobacco paid no less than eight dol- 
lars a pound. Even coal, strange as it might 
seem, for it could be hardly conceived whence 
competition in that article could come, paid a 
duty of nine dollars a ton, or two pounds sterling. 
Tallow candles fourteen cents a pound, while 
spermaceti, of which large quantities were made 
in this country, paid no less than fifty-six centsa 
pound. 

Mr. L. said he could go on at great length and 
show that on whatever interfered with the indua- 
try of Great Britain, she imposed heavy protect- 
ive duties; and the continent pretty much fol- 
lowed her example. He would put it, therefore, 
to gentlemen—to practical gentlemen especially— 
whether, if the duties were all taken off, more 
would be exported than at present? It appeared 
to him a solecism, unless foreign countries did the 
same. 

He did not believe the exportation of a single 
article would be increased, unless we first made a 


|| treaty, or some regulations, in reference to the arti- 


cle itself. Mr. L. then appealed to the cotton- 
growers, and went on to show that as Great Britain 
was extending her importation of that article from 
other quarters, she would necessarily require lesa 
from the United States. The quantity, aud the 
quality, too, from other countries, imported b 
her, was increasing every year. Upto the 30th of 
June last year, the quantity she imported from 
the East Indies was double what it was the year 
before. Nor wasthatall: she was now importing 
largely from Egypt, Peru, the Brazila, and other 
places; and the quantity and quality from those 
countries was immeasurably augmenting. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then rose and moved the 
orders of the day, remarking that it seemed as if 
all the business of the session had to give way to 
debates on propositions in their incipiency. 

The House refused to proceed to the orders— 
ayes 58, noes 74. 

Mr. McKAY said, before the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Lawrence} proceeded, he 
wished to draw the attention of the Chair to the 
103d rule; and to inquire, first, if it was necessery, 
under his construction of that rule, to commit that 
bill; and second, if discussion could be entertained 
on the day the bill was introduced. Mr. McK 
then read the rule in question, which is tn the fol- 
lowing words: 

** 103. No motion or proposition for a tax or 
‘ charge upon the people shall be discussed the day 


|, ‘on which it is made or offered; and every such 


‘ proposition shall receive its first discussion in a 
‘Committee of the Whole House .”’ 

The CHAIR said, if any of the provisions of 
the bill went to create a tax or charge upon the 
people, it must be committed. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. It is quite the other way, 
sir, because it goes to reduce the taxes. 

The CHAIR expressed some doubts, as the 
question was one that had not, to his recollection, 


| ever before been decided. 


Mr. MERCER remarked that the motion to 
postpone indefinitely rode over every other. 

The CHAIR. Suppose the prewous question 
were demanded, what would be the main ques- 
tion? 

Mr. MERCER. The motion to postpone in- 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Would it be in order to |; definite 


move its indefinite postponement ? | 
The CHAIR. That motion would be in order; |, 


but the motion to lay on the table would take pre- 
cedence. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Would that motion open 
the discussion ? 

The CHAIR replied, that a motion to postpone 
indefinitely opened the whole merits of a proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. LAWRENCE then moved the indefinite 
postponement of the bill. 

Mr. L. proceeded. He would assure the House | 
little time, but he | 





simply wished to show the 
effect of adopting this bill. As an instance of | 
this, he would advert to some articles of import | 
imported into Great Britain, showing the impolicy 
of introducing the free-trade system into this | 
country. 

In England, ham and bacon, on importation, 


ouse the inevitable || 
| had been to commit such bills. 


ee 


ly. 

The CHAIR. Certainly not. It would be on 
the engrossment of the bill. The Chair then 
suggested that, perhaps, the best mode of obviat- 
ing any difficulty would be to proceed to the orders 
of the day, and suffer the subject to lie over till 
to-morrow, when, as a report from a committee, it 
would be the first business in order as soon as the 


| Journal was read. 
| Mr. LAWRENCE had a very few words to 


say; and, if the House would permit him to pro- 


| ceed, he pledged himself not to occupy more than 


three minutes. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that the 
former practice of the House, repeatedly decided, 
He adverted to 
the great advantage the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis had over the other members of the House 
| if, as was the obvious intention of the rule just 

referred to, one day’s reflection were not allowed 
‘upon this bill before debate upon it progressed, 
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since the gentleman was a member of thecommit-|| Mr. ‘THOMAS inquired by whom the motion 
‘| had been made to proceed to the orders of the 
|| day. 

Mr. MANN said he had made the motion. 


tee which reported it. 


Though Mr. M. was not prepared to go into 


the debate, he could nevertheless make a very || 
- satisfactory answer to the question propounded to 


the State he had the honor in part to represent b 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. Mr. 

then went on to contend that no other construc- 
tion could be put upon the 103d rule than that 


duction, should lie over a day for consideration. 


as well be erased from the rules altogether. 


. | orders of the day. 


Mr. THOMASappealed to Mr. Maww to with- 
draw the motion that the House proceed to the 
He said it appeared to him 


|| to be but reasonable to permit the members who 


| composed the minority of the Committee of Ways 
this subject, and all subjects on their first intro- || 


| of a report. 
Any other interpretation put upon it, and it or | 
e 


could not help admiring the ingenuity with which | 


the gentleman seemed to take time by the fore- 
‘lock, hurling his denunciations against a measure 


few but himeelf had seen, and sending out an || 


inflammator 
one elee had an opportunity of replying to him. 
Mr. M. read the rule, (as given above,) and asked 
if language could be more plain or positive than 
that such a proposition could not be discussed cn 
the day of its introduction? Why, the very object 
of that rule was—— 

Mr. REED here called the gentleman from 
New York to order, on the ground that the Chair 
had not as yet given its decision, and debate could 
only be entertained on an appeal. 


the best mode of obviating the difficulty. 


Mr. LAWRENCE had no objection to give || 
way to the orders of the day, if it should be the | 


pleasure of the House. 


might be put in possession of the subject they 
were discussing. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the House could pro- 
ceed to the orders before the question on the 
rejection of the bill had been decided. Besides, 
the bill had not yet been ordered to a second 
reading. 

The CHAIR remarked that it had. 

Mr. ADAMS. It has not. 

The CHAIR stated the question. 
been reported and read twice. 
from Georgia [Mr. Owens] called for the reading 


A bill had 


of the report; after which a motion was made by || 


the gentleman who introduced it to refer it toa 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; | 


pending which motion the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts moved the postponement of the bill. The | 


Chair said that it was perfectly competent for the 
House to proceed to the orders of the day; and 
the Chair would take the sense of the House upon 
that motion. 


right to entertain any motion so reiterated. 


The CHAIR replied that it was repeatedly | 


done. Motions were frequently made to proceed 
to the orders of the day, which, being unsuccess- 
ful, were afterwards repeated. 


k 


Mr. BELL. I remember no instance of the | 


times within my immediate recollection; and [ 
have known it done when the gentleman from 
Tennessee himself (Mr. Bexx) filled the chair, 
and always entertained the motions. 


‘The CHAIR. The House can go to the orders | 


of the day at any time; and if the motion be I] 


unsuccessful at one time, it may be renewed at 
another. Such has been the known practice of 
the House. 
Mr. BELL. 
whatever ay have been the practice heretofore. 
The CHAIR. The Chair decides the motion 
to proceed to the orders of the day to be in order. 
Mr. BELL appealed from that decision, in 
order (he said) to make a few remarks against it. 
Mr. B. then went on to argue that by the decision 
of the Chair, the whole business of the House might 


be arrested, since a few members might contin- | 


ually renew the motion and weary the House until 
it assented, or arrest any discussion then going on. 
It did not follow, that because a certain practice, 
which was wrong per se, could be right because it 
had been occasionally indulged in, and suffered 
to pass sub silentio, to use the Speaker’s words, 
the other morning. Having concluded the few 
words he had te say, he withdrew his appeal. 


The gentleman | 


| 
I enter my protest against it now, | 


speech to the country before any || 


| House, had been indulged. 
| case of the bank committee in 1832. 


against the bank, had been permitted, by almost 
| a unanimous vote of the House, when the friends 
| of the bank had a decided majority, to submit || 
|| verbal explanations. 
The CHAIR repeated his former suggestion, as | 


'| gentleman from Tennessee. 
Mr. CRAIG hoped the House would order the || 
report to be printed, so thatat least other members || ( 
| confined to the question of order. 
|| Mr. MANN wished the same indulgence ex- | 
tended to him as to others. 


|| ing to the orders of the day. 


ind, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG. I have done it twenty freee eee eee ans 


| practice so longas herecollected. That case, then, 
| was not a paralell one with this. 








| he would like to inquire of honorable gentlemen 


and Means, to make explanations verbally in lieu 


sued in the House on grave occasions. It was | 


|| but a courteous and customary indulgence. Let || 


the speeches of the minority go forth with the | 
report of the majority, and the public would be | 
ut in possession of both sides of the question. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that the | 
question was not debatable. 

Mr. ‘THOMAS asked permission to remind the 
gentleman of an instance in which the members 
of a committee, who werein the minority in the | 
He referred to the 
In that case, | 
the four members of the committee who were 


Other instances could, with 
great facility, be referred to, but it was unneces- 
sary. 

Mr. MANN said he wished the same oppor- 
tunity afforded to him that had been given to the | 


The CHAIR remarked that if appeals were | 
taken to enter into debate, that debate must be 


The CHAIR would put the motion on proceed- 





The House again refused—ayes 73, noes 86. 
Mr. MANN then made the point of order on 


The CHAIR said: It did not appear to him 


|| upon the face of the bill, that it required commit- 
| ment. 


Did it propose an imposition of duties, and | 
thereby a tax or charge upon the people? It | 


appeared to him not; and he could not, therefore, | 


take upon himself to decide that it must neces- | 
sarily go to a Committee of the Whole. That, | 
however, was a matter for the sound discretion | 
of the House, who would decide it upon reasons | 
of expediency or propriety, as it saw fit. 

Mr. MANN observed that, from this decision, 
he felt himself bound to take an appeal, and upon 


|| that 7 he was not disposed to enter largely 
: : || into t 
Mr. BELL contended that the Chair had no |! jt was not obvious, under the 103d rule of the | 


| House, and former decisions made thereon, which | 


e question, because it seemed to him that 


must be within the recollection of every gentle- 
man who has had the honor of a seat there for 
any length of time, that this subject ought to be 
committed. Mr. M. then said that the case was | 
not » parallel one with that which the gentleman | 
It would berecol- | 
lected by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 


| Tuomas] that in the case of the bank committee, | 
| the minority brought in their report at the same | 


time with the majority; and this had been the | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG observed that it was | 
proper for him to state, that no report of the 
minority of the committee had ever been presented 
to the consideration of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


no bearing on the question before the House. 
Mr. INGERSOLL, by the permission of the | 


House, stated that the chairman of the Committee || 


of Ways and Means was correct in what he had 
said. Mr. I. had been instructed to prepare a 
report on the part of the minority; but the minor- | 
ity determined, subsequently, that, because the 


brought in on party considerations, they would 
make no minority report; but leave every member 
of the committee to give his own views, when the 
subject came before the House. 

Mr. MANN said that on this question of order, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
! 


| 


or the Chair, if they did not consider this proposi- | 


Such a course had been often pur- || 


January 1], 

| tion to be a charge upon the people? Suppose . 
be passed into a law, what would be its St 
tion? Would any gentleman rise and tel | o 
that under the law, if it ever became a law, that 
| it would not collect a tax, or raise a revenue, from 
| the people of the United States? Could you eq), 
| lect the tax without this law, if you pass i:: The 
provisions of the bill are, that after such and such 

| dates and times, the revenue to be raised wii be 
such and such sums? He asserted, then, that i, 
was as much a bill to raise revenue as it would }y 
possible for the Committee of Ways and Mean, 
to draw up. On its face it had the appearance o 
being a bill to reduce the revenue; but when you 
come to apply its provisions, in its broadest terms, 


| it would be seen that its purpose and object way 


to raisearevenue. Was it not by its title a rey. 
| enue bill? Now, judging from the course adopted 
| by the gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. Lay. 

RENCE] on the introduction of this bill, it must by 
_ supposed that he considered it a revenue bil]; ang 
a bill which to him, being largely engaged in th, 

manufacturing business, was extremely odious, 


| so much eo that that gentleman found it necessar, 


to promulgate his sentiments to the House, and 
_ to the world, even before the provisions of the bj!) 
were understood. Mr. M. considered that by the 
rule, this bill ought to be committed, so that ep. 
tlemen might have time to prepare their cent. 
| ments; and as a member of the House who was, 
perhaps, to be in the minority on this question, he 
' must claim the protection of those rules, so thst 
he might have time to prepare his centiments, and 
send them out to the world along with those of the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts; and refute the 
assertions of the gentleman that Mr. M.’s con. 
stituents were opposed to this measure. Was he 


|| to sit there and hear the gentleman from Massa. 

| chusetts send out to the world a statement that 
| his (Mr. M.’s) constituents were opposed to this 
|| bill, and have no opportunity to refute it? He 


| | hoped not. Mr. M. had been long enough on that 
the 103d rule, (as given above.) | 


| floor to find out that there were indirect as well as 
| direct means of getting an opportunity to express 
| one’s sentiments. 

| Mr. VINTON >rose to a point of order. He 
| considered the gentleman was not in order in this 
debate. 


|| ‘The CHAIR said he considered the gentleman 


| from New York was taking too wide a range. 

| Mr. MANN hoped, asthe gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts had been permitted to express his sen- 
timents so fully, he might have leave to proceed. 


|| With a view to give the Chair an opportunity to 
|| search for precedents, Mr. M. had moved that the 


House proceed to the orders of the day; butas 
| the House had seen fit to decide otherwise, and this 

debate was continued, he hoped gentlemen would 
not complain if the debate was a little extended 
| on this appeal; and if they did complain, he asked 
them to apply the rules upon which they uttered 
the complaint to themselves. He asked gentle- 
men to put their hands upon their own breasis, 
and say whether they had any just grounds of 
complaint. This bill had been met with the most 
bitter and unusual opposition. Important as the 
character of it was, motions had been made to lay 
it on the table on its first reading. Why not let it 
take the ordinary course, and let it go to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole? Were they to understand 


that the gentleman from Massachusetts was totally 
opposed to a reduction of taxes on the people? If 
so, he should like to hear the gentleman proclaim 
it on that floor. He considered that this rule was 
| misconstrued and misapplied at a time when it 


| should have the most liberal construction. 
The CHAIR remarked that that fact would have || 


Mr. OWENS stated that, when the bill was 


|| sent to the Chair, he had moved that the bill and 


report be read in extenso; and when the reading 
of the report had been concluded, the bill went 
immediately to its second reading. After that the 


|| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


(Mr. Camsre.enc] rose and moved that it be 


|| committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
measure might have the appearance of being | 


state of the Union; and upon that motion being 
mede, the gentleman-from Massachusetts mad¢ 
his objections. He presumed that this fact must 
be within the recollection of every member. 

| Mr. MANN was aware that this bill had been 
| read a second time by its title, because he had paid 
| particular attention to it at the time; therefore, to 


| reject it without a single moment’s consideration, 
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would be treating this important question with | relieve the people from charges and taxation, a8 | 
creat disrespect. He had taken the appeal for the || its very title indicated. It was a bill “to bring | 


. : .- - } 
purpose of preserving 8 correct administration of || do wn the revenues to the wants of the Govern- 


the rules of the House, and he trusted that the || ment,” and did not, therefore, come either within | 


Chair, upon-reflection, would decide in accordance || the letter or spirit of the rule. It was obvious that 
with Mr. M’s views. 


no doubt that the decision of the Speaker was cor- || the rule was founded. It had its origin in a belief, 
rect; but before he said what he had to say upon || that it was best to give all propositions to increase 


the point immediately under discussion, he would || the burdens of the people such a direction as_ 
remark that he was not at all surprised at the sen- || would secure to them the utmost care and delib- | 


sibility which many gentlemen had discovered at | eration. It was well known, that in a Committee 


the introduction of this bill. It was a bill which, || of the Whole House we were more at liberty to | 
if it became a law, would materiaJly, if not vitally, |} amend, to discuss, and, if you please, expostulate, | 


affect great interests that had sprung up under, | than in the House; and it was to guaranty this 


and been fostered by, the past legislation of the || great privilege of free discussion, that it had been | 


country; and no gentleman, who had a faint idea || wisely ordained, that every proposition to tax or 
of the force and magnitude of the manufacturing || charge the people should receive its first discus- 
interest of the country, could have reasonably || sion in a Committee of the Whole House. But 
imagined that a bill of this description could be || this being a proposition not to tax, but to relieve 
here introduced without producing much ferment || from taxation, is surely not subject to this rule. 
and agitation. It was not, therefore, strange that But while he was very clear that the bill need 
the minority of the committee should be anxious || not, ex necessitate, be committed to a Committee 
that their views in relation to this all-important || of the Whole House, he would certainly, when 
subject should go forth with the report of the ma- || the proper time arrived, vote for its commitment, 
jority. An elaborate and able report, assailing the || because he deemed it right that a bill of this im- 
whole protective policy recognized by past legis- || portance should be committed. The question 
lation, had just been read to us; and for his part, || whether, as matter of expediency, it ought to be 
without, at this stage of the bill, avowing himself || committed, was, however, very different from the 
either for or against it, he thought it but just and | question, whether it must be committed, and thus 
reasonable that the minority of the committee || preclude all debate on this day. He had not a 
should be permitted, if they desired to do so, || doubt that the decision of the Speaker was right. 
to express their dissent to its doctrines and con- || The point of order was further discussed, and 
clusions, that they thus might be able to send || the decision of the Chair advocated, by Messrs. 
forth to the people the antidote to what they evi- | SUTHERLAND and TOUCEY. 

dently conceived to bea bane. They surely, ac- The CHAIR then reiterated the grounds of his 
cording to all parliamentary usage, had the right || decision, and 

to present a minority report; and if, instead of || Mr. MANN withdrew his appeal. 

availing themselves of this privilege, they saw fit | 
to giveus here an oral exposition of their grounds || the House proceed to the orders of the day; which 
of dissent, we ought not, when we considered the || motion was lost without a division. 

importance of the subject, to deny tothem this || Mr. LAWRENCE resumed. He was very 
privilege. He owed it to himself to explain the || sorry (he said) that any remarks of his should 
motive that had impelled him, a few moments ago, || have been the cause of consuming so much time 
to submit the motion that the House proceed to || of the House; and nothing but the peculiar posi- 
the orders of the day. He surely did not make || tion which he occupied, as a member of the Com- 
this motion with the view of muzzling the honor- | mittee of Ways and Means, would have induced 
able gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Law- || him to trespass on its attention. Occupying that. 
RENCE,] who then had the floor, but because there || position, he felt himself bound to protest against 
was another subject before the House, which, in | this bill, as being a project as monstrous as any 
justice to the Executive Departments of this Gov- || that had ever been presented to the people of the 
ernment, ought to be immediately disposed of. It || United States. When interrupted, (Mr. L. said,) 
had already contributed to the consumption of too || he had remarked that he had a word to say to the 
much of the precious time of this House; and, || cotton-growers of the country in relation to this 
until it was finally acted upon, it would frustrate || bill. hat he meant to say to them was, that 
every effort to enter upon, or execute, the import- || they have some interest in this great question. 
ant matters that demanded our attention. “There || They have a common interest, as well as the 
was poor Michigan nocking at our door, with a || manufacturers, in the prosperity of the Union; 
perfect right to be admitted; and yet postponed, || and they have a particular interest in this bill 
day after day, to the stale standing dish that was || besides, in regard to their own staple. From data 
presented to us by the resolution of the gentle- | before him, it was demonstrable that the quantity 
man from Virginia,{Mr. Wise.} Here was just || of cotton consumed in the United States, at this 
interposed a new subject of infinite moment, that || moment, is equal to what the whole crop of the 
might possibly consume the residue of the session; | country was in the year 1820, some sixteen or 


_and, important as it was, he felt anxious, when || seventeen years ago. This he stated as a fact not 


he made the motion to proceed to the orders of the || to be disputed. And the consumption here, more- 
day, to rid ourselves, before we entered upon a |! over, is at this time as great as the consumption 
new matter, of that great hook to hang intermin- || was in England two or three and twenty years 
able speecheson. (He meant the resolution of the || ago. We consume now, in the manufactures of 
gentleman from Virginia.) The days of this || this country, more than a fifth, and nearly a 
Congress would very soon be numbered; and if || fourth, of the whole present crop of cotton. Was 





we continued, as we hitherto had done, to rush || it nothing, besides, to the growers of cotton, that | 


into new subjects before we had finished the one | Great Britain, the great consumer of our cotton, 
on hand, we would at the end of the session be || is actually now importing it from every country 
entitled to the merit of having been very busy || that produces it? Is that nothing to the pro- 
without having accomplished anything. '| ducer of it in this country? And is this a time 


* || it did not come within the spirit of the rule; for | 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said that there could be || no one could doubt as to the reason upon which | 


Mr. TOUCEY then renewed the motion that | 
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course in this House on this or any other ques- 
tion: heasked for nothing—he feared nothing: he 
|| was neither an office-holder nor an office-seeker. 
| Bat his objectin addressing the Chairman was to 
| ascertain, and let the country know, whether this 
bill was or was not a political measure. He had 
had no opportunity to ascertain that fact. I 
|, would like to know (said he) whether there is any 
| concert of action here, upon this bill, among the 
Administration party. The country ought to 
know, and to know at once, whether this be a 
party measure or not. I hope, sir, that it is not. 
For that reason, sir, it was that | appealec to the 
Representatives from Connecticut, as deeply in- 
|| terested in this question as any State in the Umon 
_—to the Representatives from New Hampshire, 
‘| from Rhode Island—from all New England, and 
| from Pennsylvania, the latter the authors (1 wae 
| going to say) and the consistent supporters of the 


|| protective system. I now call upon them all to 
|| rise in their places and say whether they ave going 
| for this bill. I want the country to know this. 


| It is due to the people that they should know 
| whether a bill is going to pass this House by the 
| votes of those Representatives, which will pros- 
| trate to the earth most important interests of the 
|| country. I profess, sir, some practical knowledge 
|| of the subject; and I pronounce this bill fraught 
|| with consequences fatal to thousands of indivi- 
‘duals. It has been said that a bill embracing 
| such provisions as the bill now before the House, 
is a bill for the benefit of the poor. Sir, t deny 
| the truth of the proposition. This is a bill the 
title of which should be, a bill to make THE RICH 
|| RICHER, AND THE POOR POORER. 

Mr. L. here traced the passage of such a bill 
as this to its probable consequences. He sup- 
posed the case of an individual in Pennsylvania, 
or in Connecticut, engaged in manufactures, the 
cost of whose buildings and fixtures has been ten 
thousand dollars, upon which (a common case) 
there was a mortgage for one half the cost. Tro 
|| pay off this mortgage, when his employment for 

his machinery fails, his property is sold. Who 
buys it? Is it the poor man who purchases in such 
cases? Not at all: but he who has redundant 
capital. What is now the case (Mr. L. asked) in 
those parts of the country where pecuniary pres- 
sure is felt? Go into your cities, and you will 
find that the men who have a small or a mid- 
| dling property are paying at the rate of from 
| fifteen to thirty per cent. per annum for the use of 
money. And who is it thatis reaping the profits? 
|Is it the poor man? No, sir; but it is the rich 
| capitalist, or those who are allowed to use his 
| capital. If there was ever a system devised on 
|earth to throw the property of the country 
| into the hands of the few at the expense of the 
| many, it is the present financial system of the 
| United States. I know it, sir, and I am willing 
|| that my judgment of the matter shall go to the 
|| country, for every practical man will know that 
|| what I say is true. Aye, sir, and the bill on your 
| table goes to a much further extent than this, for 
| it reaches the labor of the country. In one month 
| after the passage of this bill, the business of every 
| manufacturer and dealer in the country will be 
contracted. Itis not the large capitalist, protected 
| by his money-bags, who will feel its direct effects, 
| but the laborer—the mechanic, who now gets two 
|| dollars or two dollars and a half aday. To him 
| the employer says, on receiving information of 
| the passage of this, 1 must stop my work! Oh, 
| no! says the laborer, for you will take from me 
| my means of support. Well, says the employer, 
|I will, in order to keep you at work, give you 





He would now add a remari or two in relation || to reduce and almost destroy the consumption of || henceforth a dollar a day instead of what I have 


to the appeal now under consideration. It was || it here? 

contended by his colleague, (Mr. Mann,] that | But (Mr. L. said) he would not now go into 
this bill could not be discussed to-day, because | this subject at large—he might do so on some 
one of the rules of this House provided, that ‘no || other fitting occasion: he had risen this morning, 
motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon || not with a view to make a speech, but to wash his 
the people shall be discussed the day on which it | hands, as a member of the Financial Committee, 
is made or offered; aud every such proposition || of any share in the production of this bill, or the 
shall receive its first discussion in a Committee of || report which accompanies it. He owed it (he 
the Whole House.” Mr. V. said he knew not || said) to himself—he owed it to bis constituents 
what the precedents were upon the point, whether || he owed it to his country, to do so, because 


| heretofore given you. Gentlemen “may flatter 
themselves that they are exempt from the opera- 
‘|| tions of this bill; but no man, whatever his con- 
dition in life may be, is beyond the deleterious 
effects of this bill, if it become alaw. Mr. L. was 
sure (he said) that the Representatives from the 
western States, or from the southern, were not 
going for this bill. The Representatives from the 
southern States especially would not go for it 
when the profits of their cotton crops were already 


| 





this bill must, under this rule, be committed, but || he believed the bill fraught with every sort of || in a process of reduction; for, although he knew 


he knew what they ought to be. The bill under || mischief, amongst which was its direet tendency 
consideration surely was no proposition ‘‘ for a || to increase the existing embarrassment in the 
tax or a charge upon the people.’? It was the | commercial communities. For himself (he said) 
very opposite of this. It was a proposition to |! he had no ulterior political objects to serve by his 


that the crop of this year was a large one, the 
proceeds of that crop will fall far short of the pro- 
| ceeds of the crop of last year. 
| Mr. L. said it was not only to protest against 
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the principles of this bill that he had risen, but to 
ask of the gentiemen in this House who have the 
power to do what they will—to pass this bill or 
to defeat it—whether this bill was to be con- 
sidered as a proclamation issued by the present 
dynasty in the Government, or as a decisive token 
of the course of measures which we have to 
expect at the hands of the coming Administration. 
For he did not hesitate to say, if it was produced 
as a party measure, it will become the law of the 
land; but if not by the aid of the Representatives of 
Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Ohio,and Maine, 
whose constituents were so deeply interested in 
the matter, with those from at least a portion of 
the South, the bill might providentially be defeated. 
But, be that as it might, it was the imperative duty 
of the House to declare to the country, at once, 
immediately, whether or not it was probable that 


any bill like this would pass during the present | 


Congress. 


Mr. L. said that, whilst he was up, and as he | 
might not have another opportunity, he would 


say one word on the state of the —— of the 


country. In the first place, said he, the domestic | 


exchanges of the country are far greater in amount 
than all the gold, and all the silver, and all the 
bank notes in circulation—a vast deal greater. 
These exchanges are not now available to any 

reat extent. Toa very largeamount they cannot 

e used, in consequence of the position in which, 
by its measure, the Government has placed the 
country. He meant no reflections upon the banks; 
for it is their interest to do all the business that 
they can, and they do it. But the channels of 
domestic exchange are obstructed, from the want 
of ability on the part of the banks; and a con- 
siderable proportion of our commercial difficulties 
arises out of that circumstance. Add to this and 
other causes the introduction of this bill, with the 
expectation that it is to become the law of the 
land, and you will produce a state of things the 
like of which very few members of this House 
have ever seen. 


Mr. CORWIN, of Ohio, obtained the floor, but | ion He wished to know from the chairman of | 


gE way to a motion for adjournment by Mr. 
ARKER; and 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, January 12, 1837. 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 


Hannah Roberts; which was referred to the Com- || tion. ‘The committee were proceeding with it as | 


rapidly as they could obtain information to govern | 


mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry | 


inhabitants of Michigan City, praying for an ap- 


propriation for the construciion of a harbor at the || clusion, or for him to say when they would make || 


areport. This very day they had had thesubject || 
under consideration, and had obtained some in- | 
He could assure the | 


mouth of Root river, in Wisconsin; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


| 


Mr. LINN also presented the petition of sundry | 


merchants of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for an 


appropriation for the same object; which was | 


referred to the same committee. 


. NICHOLAS presented the petition of || 
Se eee : this day week. He wished for all the information | 
possible, and greatly preferred a reduction of the | 
| revenue, than to depositing the surplus with the 
| States. All gentlemen should havea fair oppor- || 
tunity of examining the subject. He must say | 
that, when he looked at the state of things here, | 


Hezekiah L. ‘Thistle; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, to which had been referred the bill for || 
altering the times of holding the circuit court of || 
the United States for the district of North Caro- || 


lina, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee, to | 
which had been referred the resolution of the | 
Senate, directing them to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of erecting suitable buildings for the | 
accommodation of the courts of the United States | 


at Jackson, Mississippi, moved that the commit- || 


tee be discharged from the further consideration | 
thereof; which motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on 


Finance, to which had been referred the bill to |) 


authorize George Whitman, of Alabama, to im- | 
port an iron steamboat, with the necessary | 


machinery, in detached parts, reported the same | 


without amendment. 


| nessee. 





paid to them, moved that the committee be dis- | 


charged from the further consideration thereof, | 
and that it be laid on the table, as a bill providing 
for the objects prayed for has been already 
reported. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for 


LOBE. 


= January 12, 


* July 11, upon the business of the country and 
| * the banking institutions of the States, and into the 

* conduct of banks in relation to that order, and intg 

‘ their attempts (if any) to withdraw specie from 
| ‘ circulation, and to embarrass the exchanges anq 
| * business of the country; the committee to gym. 
| * mon witnesses before them, if any such are jjeq, 
_ ‘at hand, and to conduct their inquiries at a dis. 


the relief of Robert P. Letcher and Thomas P. | ‘tance by interrogatories.” 


Moore, reported the same without amendment. | 
1} 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 


INCREASE OF DOCUMENTS, 
| Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following rego. 


Affairs, to which the memorial on the subject had || lution; which was considered and adopted: 


been referred, reported a bill providing payment || 


Resolved, That the committee appointed to audit 


for a regiment of Vermont militia who served at | and control the contingent expenses of the Senate 


the battle of Plattsburg. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported, without amendment, the 
bill to reward the captors of the privateer Lydia. 


DEPOSIT ACT. 


Mr. CALHOUN moved to postpone the pre- || 
| vious order, for the purpose of taking up the bill || 
| to renew in part the deposit bill of the last session. 
Mr. GRUNDY observed that the special order || 


of the day was the bill to regulate the sales of the 
ublic lands, and it seemed to him that that bill 
ad better be disposed of first, for if it were 


passed in any shape there would be a great re- || 
duction of the public revenue, and no occasion for || 
It seemed to him proper to | 


dividing a surplus. 
take up and dispose of this bill, or indeed of any 
other which looked to a reduction of the revenue, 
and they could then see whether there would be 
a surplus in the way contemplated by the Senator 
from South Carolina. 


Mr. CALHOUN expressed his acquiescence |, 


in the course proposed by the Senator from Ten- 
He said that he should be much gov- 
erned in the course he should pursue, not only 
by what was done in regard to the honorable 
Senator’s bill, but also the action of the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 
what they intended to do in the way of a reduc- 


| that committee whether they proposed making a 
| report on that subject, and if so at what time. 


He desired to make the action on his own bill 


| subordinate to that on the land bill, and to the 


report of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that ever since the ref- 
erence of this subject to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, it had not at any time escaped their atten- 


their action; but it was impossible for them to say | 


at what time they would beable to come to a con- 


formation with regard to it. 


Senate that every member of the committee was | 


exceedingly anxious to make a speedy report. 


Mr. CALHOUN observed that he would be | 


willing that the subject should be postponed to 


he felt but very little faith that a reduction would 
be made this session, as the time had now so far 


advanced that there would scarcely be an oppor- | 


tunity of acting on the subject. He had madea 
call upon the Secretary of the Treasury some 


days since, by resolution, requesting him to fur- || 


nish some valuable information which we wished 


to be in possession of before the committee re- || 


ported; but that information had not yet been 
received by the Senate. Hetrusted it would be at 


/an early day. 


The consideration of the bill was postponed, by 
general consent, to this day week. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The following motion, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
Ton some days since in reference to Mr. Ewine’s 


|| resolution to rescind the Treasury order, was con- 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to || sidered and agreed to: 


which had been referred the petition of certain | 


ciuzens of Philadelphia, praying that the awards 


** To instruct the committee to which the reso- 


made to them under the French treaty may be | ‘ the effect and operation of the Treasury order of 


He (Mr. C.) was anxious to see || 


| inquire into the necessity of an increase of the 
|| number of documents printed for the use of the 
| Senate, denominated the ** usual number,” go ag 

to make the same conform to the increased num. 
| ber of members of the body. 


IMPROVED FIRE-ARMS. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following rego. 
| lution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Af. 
|| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of causing an examination to be made, by a board 
_ of officers of rank and experience, of the improve. 
ments in fire-arms made by Hall, Cochran, Colt, 
and the Baron Hacket, and that the general results 
be presented in tabular statements, showing the 
advantages of each in all important military points 
| of view, and especially as, 1. The celerity of fire, 

2. The extent of recoil; 3. The efficiency of the 
| fire; 4. The inconvenience from heated barrels in 
| rapid firing; 5. The capacity of being used asa 
rifle; 6. The simplicity and cheapness of construc. 
|| tion; 7. Durability; 8. Saving of ammunition and 
|| appendages; 9. The number of charges which may 
| be carried by an infantry soldier; 10. The advani- 
|| ages when used against a charge of cavalry; and 
'| 11. The advantages when used by cavalry. 


MACOMB’S TACTICS. 
|| Mr. PRESTON offered the foliowing resolution; 
|| which lies on the table one day for consideration: 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
|| instructed to inquire into the expediency of having 
| printed at the expense of the United States, an 
|| edition of General Macomb’s book on tactics, ke , 
|| sufficient for the supply of each commissioned 
|| militia officer in the United States with a copy. 
| ROAD FROM FORT CRAWFORD TO FORT 
HOWARD. 
|| Mr. LUNN submitted the following resolution; 
| which lies on the table one day for considerativn: 
Resolved, That the Commiitee on Roads and 
Canais be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the completion of 
| the military road from Fort Crawford, by Fort 
|| Winnebago, to Fort Howard, at Green Bay. 
| COMPENSATION TO KENTUCKY REGIMENT. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN offered the following res- 
| olution; which was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, ‘Tnat the Committee on Military Af- 
| fairs be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
_ making compensation to the regiment of Kentucky 





| militia that, during the last summer, were duly 
called for, and required to engage in the military 
service of the United States; and, after being at 
_ considerable expense, equipped, and prepared for 
said service, were discharged, by order of the 
| President of the United States, before they had 
|, marched for Camp Sabine, the point of their des- 
|| tination. 
| The resolutions lying on the table were con- 
|, sidered and adopted. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

| The bill to limit the sales of the public lands, 
| except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
_ having been announced as the order of the day, 

| Mr. CLAY expressed the hope that a bill of 
| this importance would not be taken up at this 
‘time. The bill proposed an entire change in the 
whole land system of the country, and it so hap- 
| pened that by the organization of the Committee 
|| on Public Lands, the only member opposed to the 
| bill was absent. He did not think that the Senate 


| ought to take up a bill of such importance in the 





| 
| 


| * lution shall be sent, with authority to inquire into | absence of a member of the Land Committee who 


possessed so much valuable information, and was 
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so mumately acquainted with the subject. He | He would be willingy to come earl in the morn- | 
believed that the Senate would derive great aid in | ing, and eit late in the evening; but he could not 
their deliberations on the subject from the experi- | give his consent to the delay ot business by taking 
ence of that gentleman; and as other subjects of | up a subject, hearing one speech on it, and then 
importance demanded the attention of the Senate, | laying it over. He would remind these gentle- 
he hoped some one of them would be taken up and |, men, who were the friends of the Administration, 
the bill for the present postponed, Mr. C. alluded | that they not only had the numerical strength, but 
to the illness of the lady of the Senator from Ohio, || the organization of the committees in their favor; 
as the cause of that gentleman’s absence, and || and therefore that it was incumbent on them to see 
stated that, from information lately received by || that the business was carried on without delay. 
him, he had reason to believe that he would be in || Last session, though they had the numerical 
his seat in the course of a few days. || strength in their favor, yet the organization of the 
Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not || committees was against them; and when the ques- 
revail. About half of the session had now || tion was asked why the business of the Senate did 
passed away, and consequently there was no time | not go on, they could readily answer, that this 
to lose. This bill was one which would be de- || organization of the committees deprived them of 
bated, and opposed at every point; and judging || the control of the business. But now, when the 
from the sentiments to which the honorable Sen- || friends of the Administration had every advantage 
ator (Mr. Cay] had given utterance, he presumed || in their favor, when the question should be asked 
that there would be no want of opposition to the || why the business of the Senate did not go on, the 
bill, notwithstanding the gentleman from Ohio | public mightdraw what inference it pleased. 
(Mr. Ewin] might be absent. Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that as one of the 
There were many gentlemen in that body and | opposition, and being desirous of as little delay as 
the House of Representatives who were desirous || possibie, still he would teil gentlemen on the other 
that this subject should be disposed of as speedily | side that he would afford them every opportunity 
as possible, and if the bill should be postponed to | 
this day week, it could not, for want of time, be | 
passed at the present session. He feltthe deepest | 
conviction that the subject should be acted upon | give a reasonable time for discussion. He would 
without delay, and therefore he felt it his duty to | not have asked the delay of one day, had it not 
oppose the motion of the gentleman from Ken- || been absolutely necessary; and he was not dis- 
tucky. With regard to the melancholy event | posed to allow so important a subject as the pres- 
which had called away the Senator from Ohio, he | ent to be hurried through the Senate without 
would state that he had seen a paragraph in the || bestowing on it all the attention it deserved. 
National Intelligencer of yesterday, stating that Mr. BENTON said that he would sit there 
that member of the Senator’s family who was said || early and late; and no gentleman should be de- 
to be dangerously ill, had entirely recovered; and || prived by his vote of proceeding in the transaction 
he (Mr. W.) considered that ample time had || of the public business. He wished gentlemen to 
elapsed since the gentleman left the city for his | go on—keep moving. 
return to it. Mr. W. concluded by expressing | Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was a 
his hope that the motion of the Senator from Ken- | member of the party friendly to the present Ad- 
tucky would not prevail. ministration, and that he feit the responsibility of 
Mr. CALHOUN regretted to hear that the || his situation justas much as the honorable Senator 
chairman of the committee intended to go on with || from Missouri did; and, so far as regarded him- 
the bill. He had not the slightest idea that it | self, he, for one, need not be reminded of his duty. 
would be taken up so soon, and had not, there- || He was responsible for it. In regard to this bill 
fore, given any examination to the subject of it; || to regulate the sales of the public lands, he con- 
he had not even had time to read the bill itself. || sidered it  inost important measure. He did not 
He deemed it to be one of the most important || know how he should vote on it. He knew the 
subjects that could engage the attention of Con- | evils of spectilating in the public lands, and wished 
gress, not only as regarded the revenue, but as it | much to put tiem down; but he wished to put 
regarded the future policy of the country; and he || them down with care. 
hoped the Senate would not go on with it until || his constituents involved; farmers who go to the 
every member had had an opportunity of obtain- || West to purchase lands to make a provision for 
ing all the information necessary to a full under- || their children, (and heconsidered this description 
standing of the subject. He himself wished time || of persons the most desirable settlers on the pub- 
for an examination, the better to enable him to || lic lands;) and those interests he should take care 
understand the arguments that might be used || to see attended to, so far as his vote was cqn- 
either for or against the measure, and therefore || cerned. 
proposed that the subject be postponed till Mon- He wished to hear the member from Mississippi 
day next. ; because he knew that he should derive much val- 
Mr. BUCHANAN aaid, for one, he should be || uable information from him, and then he, for one 
very unwilling to pursue any course which would | of the friends of the Administration, should take 
prevent the Senator from Ohio speaking on this || the responsibility of voting for such a reasonable 
subject; and, so far as his vote was concerned, if || postponement as would allow other gentlemen an 
he returned in any reasonable time, he would hear || opportunity of giving their views 
him. But this is a very important subject indeed. || objection to a postponement till Monday next. 
Mr. B. felt the importance of it as much as the 
gentleman from South Carolina. And it was for 
that very reason he wished to hear the vjews of 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. 
Let the honorable chairman proceed to-day and 
give his views; and, so far as respects his (Mr. | 
B.’s) individual vote, he would agree to postpone 
the consideration of the bill till Monday morning, 
and take such a course in regard to it as may be || 
satisfactory to all parties. 
Mr. BENTON wished tosay to the Senate that | 
there was now one half of a short session gone, 
and that it would be impossible for them, if they 
wished the business to progress, to go on as they 
had heretofore done; that is, to take up a subject, 
hear a speech on it, and adjourn at three o’clock, 
and so go on from day today. He was fully aware 
of this at the commencement of the session, and 
therefore, in his first speech, he refused to ad- 
journ, and preferred rather to omit some things 
that he wished to say, than to consume two days 
with one speech. The rule which he had thus 
laid down for himself he wished to see applied to 
all, and when a subject is taken up, he wished to 
€° on with it like business men. | 





he claimed from the majority that they should 











that the postponement might not be quite so long 
as the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] 
wished. He was willing to give a reasonable 
time, in order that gentlemen might be prepared 


subject. 


away that would give every interest in the country 





practicable. Now, he was one of the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and he had concurred in 
reporting this bill, but it had some defects, and it 


nature of it would permit. He was disposed to 


all other gentlemen who were anxious to speak on 
it, a full opportunity of being heard; and he, for 


of discussing the subject. But whilst he said this, | 


hear gentlemen of the opposition patiently, and | 


There were interests of | 


He had no | 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, expressed the hope | 
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to express their opinions on this very important | 
This was confessedly known on all | 
hands to be a most important bill—one that re- | 
quired to be examined with care, and amended in | 


its fair proportion of the public domain, as far as | 


was brought forward with the hope that by a full | 
discussion in the Senate, sufficient light would be | 
thrown on the subject to render it as perfect as the | 


give the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Ewrna,] who | 
was known to be in opposition to the bill, and to || 


one, as a friend of the Administration, thought || to the bill and the re 
that in all matters of legislation there should be a | 
sufficient and a perfect understanding on the sub- || tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lawrence.} 
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ject. This was necessary, if they wished the 
business to be well done. If the chairman of the 
committee wished to go on to-day let him (said 
Mr. K.) go on, and then, by a postponement, 
give a reasonable time to other gentlemen whe 
wished to be heard on the subject. This indal- 
gence, though a member of the majority, he would 
never hesitate to give. 

Mr. CLAY said, that although he should prefer 
that the Senator from Ohio had been present to 
hear the exposition of the Senator trom Missix- 
sippi, (Mr. Warker,] yet, after the manly and 
independent sentiments he (Mr. C.) had heard 
expressed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, and 
the Senator from Alabama, he would not hesitate 
to withdraw his motion. Under all the cireum- 
stances, if the Senator did not see the propriety of 
& postponement till Monday, perhaps he would 
go on with his remarks. 

Mr. WALKER, after some remarks, then sub- 
mitted an amendment from the Committee on the 
Public Lards; which was ordered to be printed 
with the bill; and the further consideration of the 
subject was postponed till to-morrow, with the 
understanding that, after the conclusion of Mr. 
Watker’s speech, it is to be further postponed 
till Monday next. 


EXPUNGING RESOLUTIONS. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Benton, to 
expunge from the Journals of the Senate the ree 
olution in censure of the President for removing 
the public deposits from the Bank of the United 
States, was taken up. 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate ina speech 
of considerable length in support of the resolution. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN followed in reply, in 
opposition to the resolution. 

Mr. DANA then commenced a speech in its 
support; but, after speaking for about fifteen . 

| minutes, without concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. GRUNDY, on whoee motion 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, January 12, 1837. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, on leave, 
moved that a bill from the Senate, for the relief 
of Captain Samuel Warren, be taken up on its 
reference. Mr. T. prefaced his motion by a few 
remarks on the extraordinary merits of the claim, 

The motion was agreed to nem dis., and the bill 
was meneneehy read twice,and committed to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


NEW YORK HARBOR. 


Mr. McKEON, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
light-boats on Flynn’s Knoil and the Roamer, 
near Sandy Hook; and also into the expediency 
of publishing the charts now in the office of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 


HORSES, ETC., LOST. 

On motion of Mr. E WHITTLESEY, the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill from the 
House, ‘to provide for the payment of horses 
and other property lost or destroyed in the ser- 
vice of the United States,’’ was taken up, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


THE TARIFF. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the ‘* bill to reduce the revenues of the United 
States to the wants of the Government,”’ and 
the ‘* report’’ accompanying the same, reported 
by Mr. CamBretene, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

There were two motions pending; fire:, by Mr. 
CAaMBRELENG, to commit the bill and report tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
and to print; second, by Mr. Lawrence, to post- 
pone the whole subject indefinitely. 

Mr. CRAIG asked leave to make a motion that 
the report be printed, but it was objected to. 

‘|| Mr. CORWIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
|| addressed the House at some tength in opposition 
port. 

Mr. CUSHMAN followed in reply to the gen- 
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As that gentleman had propounded an inquiry to 
the Representatives from New Hampshire, and 
in expressing his own entire approbation of the 


report under consideration, Mr. C. would assure | 


him that, so far as he understood the sentiments 


of the people of that State, it would meet theirs. || 


They were opposed to levying taxes upon the 
people for purposes of distribution. 
opposed to taxing for purposes of internal im- 


provement, to be carried out by theaid, and under || 


the auspices of, the General Government. They 


were oppesed also to a continuation of burdens || 


upon the people, for the sake of making the State 
treasuries the depositories of the public revenues. 


They believed the essential principles of our Gov- || 


ernment was the faith inculcated by the principles 
of Democracy of Thomas Jetferson. 
that the — of that apostle of Democracy 
had been alluded to as having expressed a favor- 
able — in relation todomestic manufactures. 


Mr. 


They were | 


It was true | 


Mr. McKEON inquired if, before being called 
upon to vote, he might not ask whether it was on 
a bill to reduce the revenues of the country? 

The CHAIR was understood to decide that the 

| gentleman could not ask it as a right. 


| upon, sir? I have not heard the bill read as yet. 
/ ~ a SPEAKER read the title of the bill as 
| follows: 


| States to the wants of the Government.”’ 
Mr. WISE said if there was no objection he 


|| wished to hear the bill read, so that he might 


| know if its provisions corresponded with its title. 
The bill was then read by the Clerk; and the 
|| question was taken on laying the bill and report 


‘A bill to reduce the revenues of the United | eS $s 
|| by such provisions of any existing laws as are 
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| 
| 
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| 
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j 


Mr. WISE. May | know what I am voting | 


| 


j 
i 


} 





| 
| 


on the table—yeas 94, nays 119; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, He- 
man Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Beaumont, 


| Bell, Black, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, | 


+, accorded to that opinion in a limited | 


sense, and in the sense in which he believed Mr. | 


Jefferson intended to conve 
manufactures round the fireside. 
guished statesman had no reference to your Bir- | 
minghams and Manchesters; for he said, most | 
emphatically, that large cities were public nui- 
sances. Mr. C. continued for some time in de- | 
fense of the principles of the propositions before | 
the House. 
Mr. GALBRAITH moved to postpone the | 
further consideration of the subject till Tuesday | 
next, and that the bill and report be printed. 
Mr. MUHLENBERG said it appeared to him | 
that this measure would lead to a discussion which 
would consume the whole of the balance of the | 
session, without leading to any decision on the | 
subject. Therefore, he moved to lay the bill and 
accompanying report on the table, and that they | 
be printed. 
Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, asked for a | 
division of the question on laying on the table | 
and printing. 


which were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the gentle- 

man from Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion. 

Cries of Order! Order !] 
fr. MANN, of New York, said: Mr. Speaker, 

as this is a very important question, (loud cries | 
of Order! Order!] I wish, sir, to make a motion 

under the rules of the House, and when gentlemen | 


have done calling me to order—(cries of Order! || 


| ham, Grantland, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph 


it, viz: the domestic | 
That distin- | 


| 


} 
i 


| 


John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, 
Clark ,Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, 
Everett, Fowler, French, Galbraith, Rice Garland, 
Granger, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harlan, 
Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hender- 
son, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, 
eneeny Ingham, Janes, Jenifer, Richard M. | 
Johnson, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Lansing, La- | 
poe Lawrence, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Job 

ann, Sampson Mason, Maury, McKennan, | 
Mercer, Miller, Milligan, Morris, Muhlenberg, | 
Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pear- 


son, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, 1 


Reed, Russell, Schenck, William B. Shepard, 
Slade, Spangler, Sprague, Steele, Storer, Suther- | 
land, Toucey, Turner, Vinton, Wagener, Ward- | 
well, Washington, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. | 
Whittlesey, and Young—94. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Bean, Boon, | 
Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Bynum, | 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, | 


| Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
Mr. PATTON asked for the yeas and nays; || 
|| Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Daw- | 


borne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, | 


son, Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, | 
Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, Forester, Fry, Fuller, 
James Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Gra- | 


Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. arene. | 


| Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, | 


} 


Order! renewed]—I repeat, sir, (continued Mr. || 


M..,) this being a very important question, I wish 
a call of the House, and I make that motion. 
The CHAIR said the motion was perfectly in | 
order, and would take precedence of the other. 
Mr. OWENS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 105, nays | 
91. 
So the call was ordered, and proceeded in for | 
some time, when it was dispensed with. 
Mr. MUHLENBERG observed that, before | 
the question was taken, he wished to say a word 
in reply to a request of the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means, who had asked Mr. | 


M. to withdraw his motion to allow him to reply 
to the argument of the gentlemen of the minority | 
of that committee who had spoken on the subject. | 
Mr. M. would withdraw his motion, provided the | 
gentleman would pledge himself to renew it when | 
he concluded his remarks. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not ask the gentle- 
man to withdraw it, but only to have the title of | 
the bill read. 

Mr. OWENS inquired whether the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania wished to prevent the printing | 
of the bill. 

Mr. MUHLENPERG eaid, certainly not; for 
he had included the printing in his motion. 

Mr. SMITH inquired if the question had not 
been divided. 

Mr. CALHOON withdrew his call for a divis- 


The CHAIR remarked, that could only be done 
by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped consent would not be 
withheld. ; 

The CHAIR was about propounding the ques- 
tion to the House, when 

Mr. MERCER rose and dissented. . 


ion of the question. 
| 
| 
} 
| 


Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Cave | 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lawler, Joshua Lee, Luke | 
Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Love, Loyall, | 
Lyon, Abijah Mann, Martin, William Mason, | 

oses Mason, McComas, McKay, McKeon, | 


| McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- | 


gan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, | 
Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pinckney, Rencher,John | 


| Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robert- | 


son, Rogers, Augustine H. Shepperd, Slields, | 


Shinn, Smith, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, || 


John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Ward, Webster, Weeks, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Yell—119. 

So the motion to lay the bill and report on the | 
table was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. HALSEY, the two were | 
then ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALSEY moved an adjournment, but 
withdrew it at the request of the Chair. 


STATE BANKS. 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting statements of the dividends and sur- 
pluses of certain banks; which, on motion of Mr. | 
GARLAND, of Virginia, was laid on the table 


_ and ordered to be printed. 


TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS. 


The SPEAKER, on leave, presented a com- | 
munication from the Executive of Tennessee, in | 
relation to the Tennessee volunteers; which, on | 


' motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, was referred | 


to the Committee of Claims. 
THE DEPOSIT BANKS. 
On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, 


| the select committee on the subject of the deposit 
| banks, the Treasury Department, &c., had leave 
| to sit during the sessions of the House. 


January 12, 


ce asa 


THE TARIFF. 
Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, laid the following 
| amendments to the bill for reducing the revenye 


| on the table, which he gave notice of his intention 


to move at a proper time. 

Strike out the second section, and insert the 
following: . 

Sec. 2. That from and after the passage of thig 
act, all sales of the public lands shall be governed 


| not inconsistent with the restrictions and regula. 
tions hereinafter prescribed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter 
| ho one person shali be permitted to purchase, by 
| entry, or at public auction, more than two sections 
| of any land of the United States; and before mak- 

ing any entry hereafter, or bid at public auction, 
every applicant to purchase or enter shall have 
filed the affidavit of such applicant with the register 


|| and receiver of the land district in which the lands 


sought to be purchased are situate, declaring that 
said lands are sought to be purchased by said 
| applicant for the use of such applicant, and not 
| in trust or for the benefit of any other person, 
nor for the purpose of sale or speculation, and 
that no written or verbal contract has been made 
by said applicant, to sell, lease, or mortgage said 
land or any part thereof; that said applicant is at 
least eighteen years of age,and has not previously 
purchased, under the poerenes ot this section, 
any public land, which, with the quantity then 
sought to be purchased, would exceed two sec- 
tions; whereupon, on payment of the purchase 
money, the receiver, by and with the consent of 
the register indorsed on said affidavit, shall issue 
a receipt to the applicant for said purchase money. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if said 


|| applicant shall fail, within five years from the date 


of said receipt, to prove to the register and receiver 
aforesaid, by the oath of at least two competent 
and disinterested witnesses, that said applicant 
has erected a dwelling-house on said land, and 
used or occupied the same within the said period 
of five years, no patent shall be issued for said 
land, and such failure shall operate as a forfeiture 
of the title to the United States, unless said ap- 
plicant has died within said period of five years; 
but on making the proof required by this act 
within said period of five years as aforesaid, or 
upon proof within six years from the date of said 
receipt, of the death of said applicant within said 
period of five years, to the register and receiver, 
a patent shall be issued for said land, and any sale, 
lease, or mortgage, Or contract for sale, lease, or 
mortgage of said land, made before the emanation 
of the patent, shall be null and void. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any 
applicant who shall prove by at least two compe- 
tent and disinterested witnesses, sworn by and 
examined before the register and receiver, that said 
applicant has, before the first day of December, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, actually occupied 
and cultivated any tract of the public lands never 
yet offered for sale at public auction, shall be per- 
mitted to purchase at the price now authorized by 
law, said land so occupied and cultivated by said 
applicant, to an extent not exceeding a quarter 
section, embracing the improvements of said 
applicant: Provided, Said proof is made to said 
register and receiver before the commencement of 
any land sale at which said land is advertised for 
sale at public auction by the President of the 
United States: 2nd provided further, That before 
making said purchase, said applicant shall also 
first file with said register and receiver the affidavit 
required by the fourth section of this act, said 
applicant declaring also in said affidavit that said 
applicant had erected a dwelling-house on said 
land, and used or occupied the same before the 
firstof December, eighteen hundred and thirty-six; 
whereupon, the register shall make his indorse- 
ment on said affidavit, and a receipt shall issue a8 
aforesaid, but no patent shall be issued for said 
land, unless upon proof made within the time and 
in the manner prescribed in the fourth section of 
this act, as a prerequisite for the emanation of the 

tent; and upon failure to make the proof required 

y said section within the time therein limited, 
said land shall be forfeited to the United States; 
and any sale, lease, or mortgage, or contract for 
the sale, lease, or mortgage of said land, made 
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before the cshanatiow of the patent, shall be null | Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of 


ont ea be it further enacted, That any owner 
of any farm or plantation may enter any adjoining | 
land subject to sale at private entry, not exceeding 
in the whole one section, and upon payment of 
the purchase money, obtain the receiver's receipt 
therefor; but no patent for said land shall issue 
yntil three years after the date of said receipt; and 
any sale, lease, or mortgage, or contract for sale, 
lease, or mortgage of said land, made before the 
emanation of the patent, shail be null and void: 
Provided also, That said receipt shall not be 
issued by said receiver without a previous affidavit 
made by said appears before said register or | 
receiver, that said land is sought to be entered for 
the purpose of enlarging the farm or plantation of 
said applicant, and not for sale or speculation, the 
consent of the register to the issuing of eaid receipt 
being first indorsed on said affidavit. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That either 
the register or receiver of the district where the | 
lands sought to be purchased or entered are situate, 
may take any proof or administer any oath or 
affirmation required by the provisions of this act; 
and any person who shall falsely, knowingly, | 
willfully, and corruptly swear or affirm under the | 
provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury; and any person who shall procure another 
toswear or affirm falsely, knowingly, willfully, and 
corruptly, under the provisions of this dct, shall 
be deemed guilty of subornation of perjury; and 
on conviction of perjury, or subornation of per- 
jury, under the provisions of this act, before any | 
court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punished 
accordingly. . 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all the |' 
lands of the United States shall hereafter be sub- | 
ject to purchase at public auction or private entry, 
in subdivisions not less than a quarter-quarter | 
section; that all receipts hereafter issued by any 
receiver, shall state under what section of this act 
said receipt is issued; that all lands of the United 
States sold five years from and after the taking | 
effect of this act, shall be liable to taxation by || 
State authority from the time of the original 
entry or purchase; that this act shall go into 
effect on the first day of May next; and that all | 
the proof required by any provision of this act, || 
shall be forwarded to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and subjected to his super- || 
vision, and who shall not cause a patent to issue 
in any case, unless he shall be satisfied that the | 
prerequisites in this act prescribed have been || 
complied with substantially. | 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the House || 
adjourned. ; | | 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, January 13, 1837. 


The CHAIR communicated the credentials of || 
the Hon. Tuomas Crayton, elected by the Lezis- || 
lature of the State of Delaware a Senator from || 
that State, to supply the vacancy occasioned by ‘| 
the resignation of the Hon. John M. Clayton. — || 


crow’s SHOALS, NEW JERSEY. | 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from | 
the Treasury Department, in answer to the reso- 
iation of the Senate calling for a survey of Crow’s || 


Shoals, on the coast of New Jersey, to ascertain | 


the practicability of constructing a harbor, stating | 
the inability of the Department to comply with | 
the call, no survey of the Crow’s Shoals having | 
been made under the orders of the Department. | 


PETITIONS MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Walk- || 
er, Caruthers & Co., praying compensation for | 
services rendered to the Post Office Department; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. LINN presented an ‘“ Act to incorporate || 
the Miner’s Bank of Dabuque,”’ chartered by the 
Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Territory; 


which, under provision of an act of Congress, of 1 


July, 1836, requires the assent of Congress before 
the same can take effect. 


subject; which was, with the act, referred to the | the army in Florida, under the command of the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. \! Governor of that Territory, made by him to that ! 














, praying for arrears of pension; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Da- | 
vid Filmore, praying for a pension; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of 


; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 








sundry citizens of Philadelphia and its vicinity, 


, interested in the coal trace, remonsirating against 


a repeal or reduction of the duty on imported coal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affrirs, to which had been referred the 
petition of Commodore Charles Ridgely, reported 
a bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of George 
J. Knight, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Commerce, to which had been referred the 
petition of a number of merchants and other citi- 
zens of New Orleans on the subject, reported a 
bill providing for the extension of the limits of the 
port of that city; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the memorial 
of Francis Allyn, master of the ship Cadmus, 
reported a bill providing payment for bringing 


G | Lafayette to this country 824; which | : 
Ss eed ad ee ce dea | guclilnks, cad hep Adame, SRE Ole SRR. 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, 


moved that it be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the petition of John Lamb; which 
motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the petition 


,and papers of Lucy Bond and Nathaniel Good- 
| win, presented at the last session, were again re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
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department since the report of the Secretary 
which accompanied the President’s message. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
procuring suitable books for the blind. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be 


~~ | instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of ' 


ing to the corporation of Michigan City a strip 
of land along the shore of Lake Michigan, within 
the limits of the corporation, and situate between 
the surveys of the lands sold by the United States 
and the water of the Lake. 


IMPROVED FIRE-ARMS. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Preston, directing examinations to be made 
by a board of officers to test the value of the im- 
provements made in fire-arms by Hall, Cochran, 
and others, was considered and adopted. 


WILLIAM EAST. 


The bili for the relief of William East was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 


EXPUNGING RESOLUTIONS. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Benton, to 
expunge from the Journal of the Senate the reso- 
lution censuring the conduct of the President for 
removing the public deposits from the Bank of 
the United States, was taken up as the unfinished 
business, and 

Mr. DANA concluded his speech in its favor 


| began yesterday. 


‘The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
PRESTON, MOORE, and CALHOUN, in op- 


in support of the resolution. 

Mr. SOUTHARD expressed the wish to ad- 
dress the Senate on the subject; but, as it was 
late in the evening, he hoped the Senate would 
indulge him with an adjournment; and, after a 
tew observations, concluded with a motion to ad- 
journ; which was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, 


Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, Kent, 


| Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, Pres 


Mr. ROBBINS, on leave, introduced a joint |' 


resolution, providing that, in the distribution about 


to be made of the documents printed by Gales & 


Seaton, a certain number of copies shall be given 
to each of the Judges of the Supreme Court. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would to- | 


| morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent 


abatements in certain cases in the courts of the 


| United States. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day: 


By Mr. DAVIS: 


States be requested to send to the Senate, if not 


| incompatible with the public interest, any com- 


munications received by, or correspondence had 
between, the Executive of the United States and 


|General Santa Anna, or any other person claim- 
| ing to act in behalf of Mexico, respecting the in- 


dependence and future disposition and civil con- 
dition of Texas, if any such communications have 
been made, or any such correspondence has been 


| had; also such communications, if any, as have 
' been made from any other foreign Government 


or Governments, touching the same subject. 
By Mr. EWING, of Iilinois: 


ton, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Web- 
ster, and White—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Niles, Page, River, 
Robinson, King of Georgia, Sevier, Strange, Tali- 
madge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, and Wright—22. 

Mr. MOORE, after a few remarks, moved an 
adjournment; which was lost—yeas 20, nays 22, 
as in the preceding vote. 

After a few remarks from Mr. CLAY, in which 
he expressed the wish to address the Senate at 
large on the whole subject. 

Mr. MOORE made another motion for an ad- 
journment, which was successful, and the Senate 


| adjourned. 
Resolved, That the President of the United 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 13, 1837. 

The consideration of the bill and report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, on the sub- 
ject of a reduction of the tariff, the title of which 
was as follows: ‘ A bill to reduce the revenues of 
the United States to the wants of the Govern- 
ment,’’ being first in order this morning, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved its post- 
ponement, in order (he said) to give an opportu- 


| nity for the committees to report; and with the 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of establishing a post route 


from Chicago by Geneva, the county seat of Kane 


| county, Oregon county, seat of Ogle county, to 


Galena, in the State of Illinois. 
By Mr. CRITTENDEN: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 


further design, also, that, as soon as the’ reports 
were gone through, to take up the Private Calen- 
dar, and act on such bills only as would not elicit 


| debate. 


Mr. JARVIS inquired how they could know 
beforehand what bills would elicit debate. 
Mr. BELL had no wish to throw any obstruc- 


tion in the way of the motion; but he had fre- 
, quently pointed out to the Heuse the impropriety 
|| of departing from the ordinary business of the 
ed to communicate to the Senate any report or || House; and its inconvenience had been often 
Also, a communication to the Delegate on the | letter of explanation of the military operations of || seriously felt. Unless they pursued the ordinary 


course of business, general subjects would never 
be reached. He had no objection to the subject 


- 
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ostponement to a day certain; and he suggested 
Welnestey or Thursday next, 

The CHAIR remarked that there was already 
@ motion to postpone pending, made yesterday 


by a member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Gat- || 


BRAITH. | 

Mr. BELL thought it better to make it the 
order of the day for some day next week. 

Mr. HOLSEY (who was entitled to the floor 
on the general discussion) said he had no objec- 
tion to the postponement. 4 

Mr. CAMBRt LENG preferred the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee to that of the 
gentleman from Ohio, for he wished a few days 
of the early part of next week to be devoted to 
the consideration of some of the appropriation 
bills. He added that it was not the intention of 
the Committee of Ways and Means hastily to 

ress the consideration of this measure upon the 
louse. He would therefore suggest that it be | 
postponed ull Thursday next. 

Mr. BELL had no objection to that motion, and 
would, indeed, prefer that course, so that it be 
made the special order for the day named. 

Mr. LAWRENCE said he would withdraw 
his motion for the indefinite postponement of the 
bill and report, [made by him on its first intro- 
duction,} and, if in order, substitute a motion to 
commit them to the Committee of the Whole on 
atate of the Union. 


The CHAIR said the motion to postpone would | 


take precedence. 


Mr. LAWRENCE then withdrew his motion. || 


The CHAIR. Then the a recurs upon | 
the motion to postpone tll 


state of the Union. 
Mr. BELL had no objection to let it go to the | 
Committee of the Whole, and then let the House | 
or Committee take it up when they thought | 
roper. 
The CHAIR suggested that the better mode, in | 
that case, would be to withdraw the motion to | 
postpone. 
Mc. BELL accordingly withdrew his motion. 
The question then recurred upon Mr. Gat- | 
BRAITH’s motion. 
Mr. THOMAS proposed Monday week, in | 
order (as he said) to afford an opportunity of dis- | 


posing of one of the most important bills before || 
the House—that of the admission of Michigan into || ¢ 
the Union—in which the interests of upwards of || 


two hundred thousand persons were deeply in- | 


volved. \| 


Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from Mary- 
land would name some other day than Monday, | 


as that was the only day open for presenting | 


petitions. 
Mr. THOMAS submitted Tuesday week. 
Mr. JARVIS preferred its taking the usual | 
course, by being committed. 
Mr. WARDW ELsL inquired if the bill required | 


commitment. 


The CHAIR had decided that point the other || 


day. 
The House refused to postpone till Tuesday | 


week, and also rejected the motion to postpone || 


till Tuesday next. 

Mr. McK AY then moved Thursday next. 

Mr BELL thought the best course would be to | 
commit it. 


agree to his motion to commit. 


original motion to commit to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, 


Mr. PARKER moved its commitment to the || 


Committee on Manufactures. Lost. 
The bill and repert were then committed to the | 


Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, || 


without a division. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- || liam Harper, of South Carolina; which was read | 


mittee of Ciaims, reported a bill for the relief of H. | 
W. Russell; which was read twice and committed. | 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- | 


tee, also reported back the bill ‘to provide for the || 
payment of horses and other property lost or || 


destroyed in the military service of the United | 


adverted to being postponed; but he preferred its | 


hursday next, and || 
to commit to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


| number, for that ordered would be inadequate to 


| to strike out ten thousand, and insert five thou- 
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the next session of Congress. The committee | 


| reported that the ameryiment of the Senate be con- | 


curred in; which was agreed to by the House. 
Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 


|| Affairs, reported a bill to establish and regulate 


the Navy rations, to regulate the pay of pursers, 


| and to improve the condition of seamen in the ser- | 


vice of the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. BEAL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Silvester 
Tiffany; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. BEAL, from the same committee, also re- | 


ported a bill for the relief of Daniel P. Perkins; | 


which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to extend the time of 
issuing scrip certificates on United States military 
land warrants; which was read twice and (at the 
suggestion of Mr. HARLAN) referred to the same 
Committee of the Whole, having bili No. 185 
under consideration. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Waysand | 
Means, reported a resolution ordering ten thou- | 
sand extra copies of the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, relating to the reduction of | 
the tariff, to be printed for the use of the House. | 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over | 
one day. 

Mr. SMITH moved its consideration at that 
time. 


Mr. BELL inquired if it was in order to con- | 


sider such a resolution then. 


The CHAIR replied that it was, as it was a | Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 


report from a committee. 
Mr. LAWRENCE really hoped that objection | 


would be withdrawn, for it was a most important || 


| Gocument, end aught to .be-emtensively eiveuinned | valid Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the 


among the people. 


| Mr. BELL had made no objection, but only an | 
| inquiry on the point of order. No motion being 
| made to consider, the resolution was read. 





Mr. MANN, of New York, suggested a larger | 


| the wants of the members for their constituents. 


He moved that twenty thousand be printed. 
Mr. DENNY. Why that’s enough to poison 


m! 
Mr. CRAIG thought the original number pro- | 
posed sufficient. 

Mr. MANN would meet the views of gentle- | 
| men on both sides, and he therefore proposed fif- | 


teen thousand. Lost. 


States,’ which had been returned from the Sen- | 
ate with an amendment limiting its operation to 


January 12, 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved jt, 
commitment. Lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fo, a 
third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee op 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the rejje 
of James Finney, or his assigns; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Philip Barbour, deceased. 
which, having been read twice, Mr. G. moved ite 
engrossment for a third reading. 

r. VINTON moved its commitment to 


| Committee of the Whole House. He had no 


doubt the Chair would decide that it must be com. 
mitted. 
The CHAIR, upon referring to the bill, said 


| that it substantially contained an appropriation, 


and would require to be committed. The bil! 
accordingly took that course. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, made an unfavorable report in 
the case of Paul McCormick; which was ordered 

| to lie on the table. 

| Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, made an un. 
favorable report in the case of William Baker; 

| which was ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the marshal of 

| New York on the subject of buildings for the 
courts of the United States; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 


tion of William Sloane; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the. Committee on In- 


case of Daniel Safford; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table. 


| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, made unfavor- 
_ able reports in the cases of John B. Briggs, James 
| Duncan, and Isaac Runnells; all which were or- 
| dered to lie on the table. 


| Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on In- 
| valid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Daniel H. Crockett; which was ordered 
| to fie on the table. 

| On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, the Commit- 
\tee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 
| further consideration of the petition of Willard 


Mr. WILLIAMS. of North Carolina, moved | Earl; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
° , ’ 


sand. Lost. 


| 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to include the bill with the | 


| Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
in the case of the heirs of Captain Reuben Lips- 


report, which was agreed to; and, so amended, | comb; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


the resolution was concurred in. 


Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on Pri- 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on | vate Land Claims, made an unfavorable report in 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief | the cases of Charles Stewart and George Feal, of 


which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a billincreasing the compen- 
sation of the public ministers, of the consuls-gen- 


| eral, and for other purposes; which was read twice, | 
Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would || ! 
|| the state of the Union. 

The motion of Mr. Incersoit was rejected; || 
and the question recurring on Mr. CAMBRELENG’s | 


and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the | 
| benefit of Charles Coffin; which was read twice 


and comr itted. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the same || 
|| committee, also reported a bill for the benefit of | 
Thomas Collins; which was read twice and com- | 


mitted. 
Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


ary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- | 


twice and committed. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of General John E. Wool; which, being read 
twice, Mr. G. moved that it be ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


| of the legal representatives of L. Allen, deceased; | Florida; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
|| Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 


|| lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
| in the case of Z. Harrison; which was ordered to 


|| lie on the table. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved a suspension 
| of the rule for the purpose of offering the follow- 
|| ing resolution; but the motion was disagreed to. 
|| Resolved, That hereafter the daily hour of meet- 

_ing of this House shall be eleven o’clock, a. m., 
|| until otherwise ordered. 


RESIGNATIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Mr. OWENS made an ineffectual attempt to 
|| call up the resolution offered by him some days 
|| ago, on the subject of the resignation of officers 
of the Army of the United States. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


|| On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio 
{| on a variety of suggestions from Messrs. 
‘JARVIS, TA IAFERRO, L. WILLIAMS, 
/and WARDWELL,) the House agreed to take 


| up the private orders by a vote of 104 to 44, ex- 


|| eluding those which would elicit debate. 
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PRIVATE CALENDAR. . * 
use then took up the bill for the relie 
ene of Colonel Anthony Walton 
White; and, on motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, 
it was postponed until Friday next. ’ 
The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of Robert Allison, a lieutenantin the revolutionary 


war; and, on motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, of 
Pennsylvania, it was postponed until to-morrow. 
The bill for the relief of Henry Lee was then 
taken up; and, after some explanations by Messrs. 
PARKER and TALIAFERRO, on motion of 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, was postponed until to- 
morrow. } 
The bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney and 


others was taken up, and postponed until to- || 


morrow. 
The bill for the relief of N. and L. Dana & Co. | 
was taken up; and, on motion of Mr. McKAY, 
it was postponed until to-morrow. 
The bill for the relief of Philip and Eliphalet 
Greeley was taken up; and, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY, it was postponed until to-mor- | 
row. 
The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Breed was, 
on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, postponed 
until to-morrow. 
The bill for the relief of David Kilbourne was, 


on motion of Mr. WARDWELL, postponed | 


until to-morrow. 


The bill for the relief of S. Morris Waln was, | 
on motion of Mr. D. J. PEARCE, postponed 


until to-morrow. 


The bill allowing rations to General Wool was, | 
on motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, post- | 
poned until Friday next. 

The following bills were ordered to be en- 

rossed, and read a third time to-morrow: | 

A bill for the relief of John P. Becker; 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Hazard; 

A bill for the relief of Findley Kellock; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Gibson; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Voorhees; 

A bill for the relief of Wealthy Baker; and 

A bill granting a pension to William C. Beard. 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to the | 
act of the General Assembly of Virginia, entitled | 
**An act to incorporate the Alexandria and Fal- 
mouth Railroad Company,”’ was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill granting the right of way through lands 
of the United States to certain railroad companies | 
in Florida was taken up, and ordered to be en- | 
grossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the House | 
went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. McKen- | 
nan in the chair;) and, after spending some time | 
therein, rose and reported the following bill: ‘* A | 
bill to amend the charter of the Potomac Fire 
Insurance Company of Georgetown;”’ which was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morrow. 


The House then again went into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Warp in the chair;) and, after 
meee some time therein, reported the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of William Christy; 

A bill for the relief of F. A. Barker; 

A bill for the relief of Green Prior and others; 

A bill for the relief of James Brown and John 
Brown, half-breed Indians; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Isaac Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Charles W. Pickering; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joseph Young; 

A bill for the relief of Jerah Fenner; 

A bill for the relief of H. & D. Cotheal; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Harmony; 

A bill for the relief of James Keytes; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Sanderson. 

All the above bills, excepting the one for the 
relief of Samuel Sanderson, were ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 


The bill for the relief of Samuel Sanderson 


was,on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY t- 
Poned to Friday next. ee | 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Acting Secretary of War, 
transmitting a statement of the number and com- 
pensation of the clerks employed in that depart- 
ment; which, on motion of Mr. McKIM, was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, tranamitting a reporton the subject of the 
insolvent debtors of the United States; which, on 
motion of Mr.R. M. JOHNSON, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 14, 1837. 


| The CHAIR laid before the Senate a report” 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance 
with the provisions of the ‘* Act for the relief of 
certain insolvent debtors.’’ 


Also, a conimunication from the War Depart- || 
| ment, in relation to the number of clerks employed 


,in the said department, with the compensation 
paid to each. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, they were ordered 
| to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. W RIGHT, 
HENDRICKS, WALL, KING of Alabama, 
PRESTON, and LINN. 


citizens of the District of Columbia, praying Con- 
gress to extend the jurisdiction of the Corporation 
| of Washington over the Potomac bridge and 
| causeway, and for other purposes; which was 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
| Columbia. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Newburg, praying that a 
survey be made of the Hudson river up to the 
head of tide water, for the erection of buoys, 


|| beacons, &c. 


Also, a memorial from another place, on the 
same subject. 
| Also, a memorial from the Board of Trade of 
| the city of New York, praying the creation of a 
| national bank, to be located in that city. 
| Mr. 'T. said he presented this memorial at the 
| request of the committee deputed by the Board of 
| Trade to convey it to Washington. The memo- 


| rialists stated that in consequence of the derange- | 
| Ment exisiting in the currency and exchanges of || 


| the country, it was important thata national bank 
| should becreated by Congress. They entertained 


evils growing out of that state of things. They 


tution according to the plan set forth by the Presi- 


dent of the United States in his message of 1832. || 
Whilst he (Mr. T.) bore testimony to the high | 
character of the gentlemen composing the Board | 


Mr. KENT presented a memorial from sundry 


95 


the Territory of Wisconsin; which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Hall; which was read a first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to amend the 
charter of the Franklin Insurance C. mpany; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, in pursuance of notice given, 
introduced a bill in relation to the abatement of 

| Suits in the courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 


Sennen ---- 2 


| Judiciary. 


of Trade, and who had sent the memorial here, he | 


felt it due to himself to say that he did not concur 
in the views of the memorialists on the subject. 
His views had been often expressed here and else- 
where, so that it was unnecessary that he should 
— on the subject. 
he memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that, on 
Monday, he would ask leave to introducea bill to 
incorporate the Howard institution of this city. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. HENDRICKS offered the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 


prayed that Congress would create such an insti- 


| 
| 
| 





| 


j 





RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

The resolutions lying on the table were all 
taken up, considered, and adopted, except that 
offered by Mr. Davis, which was ordered to lie 
on the table for the present. 


BOOKS FOR THE SUPREME COURT. 

The joint resolutions to supply the Judges of the 
Supreme Court with copies of Gales & Seaton’s 
reprint of public documents, was read the second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 


WILLIAM EAST. 


The bill for the relief of William East was read 
a third time and passed. 


DISTRICT COURTS IN ALABAMA. 
The bill to amend the act for the better organi- 


zation of the district courts for the district of 
| Alabama, was laid on the table. 


BILLS READ THE SECOND TIME, 
The following bills were read the second time, 
and ordered to a third reading; 
The bill giving the assent of Congress to the 
act of the Legislature of Virginia, incorporating 
the Alexandria and Fredericksburg Railroad Com- 


any; 
P The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller; 

The bill to authorize the Washington County 
Turnpike Company, in the State of Missouri, to 
locate a road through the public lands; 

The bill to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
Company to construct a railroad through the pub- 
lic lands; and 

The bill to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the United States for the fifth circuit 
holden at Raleigh, North Carolina. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, the special 
order was postponed, and the Senate took up the 


bill to limit the sales of the public lands, unless to 
the opinion that that was the only remedy forthe | 


actual settlers, and in limited quantities. 
Mr. WALKER (the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands) explained and advocated 
| the bill in a speech of some length; after which, 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, it was postponed 
to, and made the order of the day for, Monday 
next. 

EXPUNGING RESOLUTIONS. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Benton, to 
| expunge certain proceedings from the Journal of 
| the Senate, was then taken up. 
| The Senate then adjourned—yeas 22, nays 18. 
sEllp inna talahsendiminepiiehs Ls 
HOUSE OF RERESENTATIVES. 

Saturpay, January 14, 1837. 
As soon as the reading of the Journal was con- 
| cluded— 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT IN THE DIS- 


TRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. ADAMS said he wished to make an in- 
| quiry. On the third of June last (last session of 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs || Congress) a resolution of the House was adopted 


be-inatructed to inquire into the expediency of 
aying to William Marshall, late Indian agent in 


| upon a report made to that effect by the Commit- 


|| tee for the District of Columbia, requiring the 


ndiana, the amount of certain vouchers and ac- | Secretary of State to ascertain and report to the 


counts unsettled at the War Department. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HENDRICKS reported, from the Com- 


' 
j 


| 
| 


1} 


House the number of persons imprisoned for debt 
in the District of Columbia, since the year 1820; 
the time for which they have been respectively 


| 
| 
| 


|| imprisoned; the amounts of their respective debts; 


mittee on Roads and Canals, a bill for making a || expenses attending their imprisonment, &c. Mr. 


survey, and the construction of certain roads in | 


A. now wished to inquire of the Speaker, or of 
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the chairman, or any other member of the Com- | Capt. Edward Wood, and heirs of Doctor Miles | 


mittee for the District, whether any report or 
response to that resolution had come from the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD (chairman of that 
committee) replied, thatthe Secretary of State had 
made a voluminous report on the subject, some 
time ago, which had been ordered to be printed 
by the House. The geason it had not yet come 
from the printer was doubtless owing to its bulk. || 

The CHAIR was informed by the Clerk of the 
House that it had been sent to the public printer 
some time ago, but had not yet been returned. 

Mr. ADAMS felt it necessary to state that the 
reason of his inquiry was that there was an indi- | 
vidual then incarcerated for debt when this reso- 
lution was adopted last session, who was still in 
confinement. Although confined for debt at the 
instance of the Government, Mr. A. firmly be- 
lieved that he was there only for having been too 
zealous in the execution of his duty as an officer 
of the Government, and that the debts against him 
were far inferior to what was due to him if he had || 
justice deal to thim. Mr. A. was therefore exceed- 
ingly anxious to know what that return was, and | 
that there should be some action of the House | 
upon it. 

TEXAS. 


Mr. PICKENS was desirous of some informa- 
tion from the Committee on Foreign Affairs in 
relation to the subject of Texas. He wished to 
inquire of the honorable chairman of that commit- 
tee (whom he saw in his seat) if he could give 
the House some information when a report on the 
subject of the President’s special message in re- | 
lation to Texas might be expected from that com- 
mittee, or if any report at all was to be made. He 
hoped the chairman would respond to his inquiry. 

Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the committee) 
said he had no objection at all to reply very cheer- 
fully, so far as he knew, to the question pro- 
pounded by the gentleman from South Carolina. | 
The committee had been very industriously en- 
gaged in the consideration of that subject, and 
had held repeated meetings upon it. As yetthey 
had come to no conclusion. He could only repeat | 
that the committee had lost no time in the investiga- 
tion, for it had occupied their most undivided at- 
tention since it had been referred to them, to the 
almost exclusion of everything else. 

Mr. PICKENS. Was he to understand that | 


the committee had come to noconclusion whether || 


they would report or not. 


Mr. HOWARD. They had come to no con- 
clusion whatever. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Francis; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petition of John Sutton, and the petition of 
Robert Craddocks; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 


On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the further eonsid- 
eration of the petition of Hannah Gordon, and 
that the same be laid upon the table, and the re- 
port printed. 


On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Nathaniel Holmes, and 
that the same be laid upon the table, and the 
report printed. 


On motion of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was dis- | 
charged from the consideration of the cases of 
William Thompson, Elizabeth Nutter, Robert | 
Tucker and wife, heirs of Benjamin Lawson, | 
James Conant, Silas Winchester, Anne Pierce 
and others, Elias Snyder, Solomon Prewett, 
David Russell, and Joseph Hackelbander, and | 
that said cases do lie on the table. 


Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Rev- || 
olutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on || 
the petitions of James Wood, representative of !' 


| the petitions of Paul James, Christopher Stock- | 


| sideration of the petition of William B. Hodson, || 
| and that leave be given him to withdraw the same. || 


|| moved for a suspension of the rule. 
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King; which reports were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, | 
Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary || 
Pensions be discharged from the case of Thomas || 
Armington, and that it lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary |} 
Pensions be discharged from the consideration of || 
man, and William Walker, and that the same do } 
lie on the table. || 


On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, the Committee on || 
the Judiciary was discharged from the considera- | 
tion of the case of Cynthia Ruggles and others, || 
heirs-at-law of Adin Ruggles, deceased, and that || 
the same do lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. CRAMER, the Committee | 


on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the con- || 





Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of Samuel Weeks; which report was laid 
on the table. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, from: the Committee on || 
Revolutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports | 
on the cases of the heirs and representatives of || 
Reuben Butler, the heirs of William Camp, and || 
of Joseph Fay alias Facy; which reports were | 
ordered to iie on the table. 


Mr. GRAYSON, from the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports on the cases of || 
Edward L. Young, Zebulon Wade, and James || 
Wyman; which reports were ordered to lie on the | 
table. 
Mr. LEA, of Tennessee, from the Committee || 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made unfavorable || 
reports on the cases of Lewis Hatch and Leslie || 
Malone; which reports were ordered to lie on the || 
table. 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on || 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the | 
consideration of the case of the heirs of Colonel || 
Thomas Blackburn; and the same was referred to || 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. JANES, the Committee on || 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the || 
further consideration of the petition of Stephen | 
Freeman, and that the same do lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD said, as the reports from com- || 


|| mittees had been all gone through, he wished to || 
submit an arrangement in reference to the present- || 
| ation of petitions on Monday next; for it was ob- 
|| vious that, unless a different mode were adopted, 
there were petitions now in the possession of mem- || 


bers that could never be presented. He therefore | 
asked leave to submit a resolution, proposing to | 
commence calling the States in their reverse 
order. 


Mr. CHILTON ALLAN objected to it, on the | 
ground that he wished the House to dispose of || 


the resolution he had offered on the subject of the 
public lands. 

Mr. DAVIS was much impressed with the 
necessity and justice of the resolution of the gen- | 
tleman from Mcoohaed. It was now several weeks 
since the new States had had an opportunity of | 
offering resolutions, and two or three weeks since | 
they had been called for petitions. 





Mr. ADAMS hoped the rules would not be | 
suspended, until the House had decided the ques- | 
tion of the reception or rejection of the [abolition] 
petition presented by him on Monday last; the 


object of the resolution proposed to be introduced || 


was, he presumed, to give the ‘* go-by”’ to that | 
question. 
The motion was not agreed to—ayes 88, noes | 
46, (not two thirds.) 
Mr. BOON inquired if it was then in order to | 
move that the House go into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
The CHAIR replied in the negative. 


Mr. LEWIS cailed for tellers, remarking that || 


the question had not been understood in his part | 


of the House. 

The CHAIR said it was too late, inasmuch as | 
the decision had been announced, and the House 
had passed to another subject. 


He therefore || 


January 14. 

Mr. LEWIS intimated that the result of jh, 
vote would have been different, if the quest ; 
had been more generally understood. 

Mr. BELL, adverting to the notice he had 
given the other day to renew his motion from 
day to day for leave to introduce a bill ‘to secure 
the freedom of elections,” said he would with 
hold it, if the House were desirous of disposin, 
of the resolution of the gentleman from Ker 
tucky, [Mr. Atran;] otherwise, he should preg 
his motion. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANpsg, 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following preamble and resolution, submitte 
on the 4th instant by Mr. C. ALan, as modified. 

‘* Whereas Congress has heretofore made dons, 


| §tions of the public lands for the purposes of jp. 


‘ ternal improvement and education: 


‘* To the State of Ohio........- 1,737,838 acres 
Indiana 1,112,599 
Illinois ....... 1,712,995 
Missouri ..... 1,18t,248 
Mississippi... 733,244 
Alabama ..... 1,216,450 
Louisiana.... 920,053 

‘To Territory of Michigan..... 599,973 
Arkansas .... 996,338 
Florida....22. 947,724 


—_-— __., 


‘*In theaggregateamounting to 11,057,685 acres, 


‘* And whereas each of the United States has 
‘an equal right to participate in the benefit of the 
‘ public lands, the common property of the Union; 
‘and every wise and good American having agreed 
‘in the opinion that the cause of general education 
‘is indissolubly identified with the cause of gen. 
‘eral liberty: Therefore, to do equal and exact 
‘ justice to all the States; to aid in diffusing among 
‘the rising generation intelligence enough to com- 
‘ prehend, and spirit enough to defend their rights, 
‘and thus to elevate the national character, and 
‘insure the perpetuity of our free institutions, 

‘* Be it resolved, That a select committee, tocon- 
‘ sist of one member from each State, be appoint. 
‘ed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into th 
‘ justice and expediency of making to each of the 


| * thirteen original American States, together with 


* each of the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, 
‘and Tennessee, such grants of the public lands 
‘for the purposes of education as will correspond 


|| £in a just proportion with those heretofore made 


‘in favor of the first named States and Territories; 
‘and that said committee have leave to report by 
‘ bill or otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of 
* one State holding land in another, the committe 
‘is directed to insert a clause in the bill which 
‘ they may report, providing that the grants to be 
‘ made thereby shall be subject to sale under the 
| ‘laws of the General Government now in force, 
‘ and that the proceeds arising therefrom shall be 
‘ paid over to the States entitled to the same. 

‘* Resolved further, That the said inquiry be ex- 
* tended to ali the States.”’ 

The following amendment was moved by Mr. 
VINTON: 

‘‘ That said committee be further instructed 
| ‘inquire into the expediency of inserting a claus 
| ‘in said bill to pay said new States the value ofthe 
‘improvements made by them on the public lands, 
‘or to pay to them the amount the public lands 
‘would have been assessed for taxes, if they had 
| * been private.” 

The question pending was the amendment (0 

the amendment moved by Mr. Crarporyé, © 

| Mississippi, providing that no grant should inter 
fere with the land of any actual settler. ia 

Mr. LANE concluded his remarks in opposition 
| to the resolution. A, 

Mr. BELL submitted the propriety of bringing 
this diseussion to a close. He thought the prop 
sition of the gentleman from Kentucky too narrow 
‘for the period in which it was brought forwarl. 
‘It was, he thought, expedient, and had beet 
| demonstrated, that broader and fuller action should 
| be determined on by Congress, and a more gen 
proposition than the individual one under conside 
ation. ae 
| The time had come when the eae in rela 
| tion to the subject of the public lands should be 
| permanently disposed of. If it was the sense° 
| Congress and the country that the proceeds of the 
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